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Truth 


By Constance Calenberg 


“J am the way, the truth, and the life” 
(John 14:6). 
HRIST who promised aid along life’s 
pathway 
Gives His Word, a “lamp unto the 
feet”; i 
He who told of waters for the thirsty 
Creates within the soul a fountain 
sweet. 
Manna was His offering to the hungry, 
And in His hand is found the living 
bread; 
Christ who pledged His guidance as a 
Shepherd 
Tends. His sheep, and journeys on 
ahead 
He the Vine, who spoke of living 
branches, 
Grafts to Him the lives of those reborn; 
Light He grants to those who knew but 
darkness, 
As in the soul, He brings eternal morn. 
Christ is that for which the earth is 
seeking — 
One whose Word is found forever true; 
And as we trust in Him, with faith 
believing, 
We find that what He promised, He 
will do. 


Suéh words as “temperament,” “dis- 
posi .” “human nature” sometimes 
cover a multitude of sins. There are 
Christians who excuse bad temper, dis- 
courtesy, selfishness, rudeness, grum- 
bling, hypersensitiveness, overbearing 
manners, and other “respectable” sins by 
saying, “It’s just my hature, and I can’t 
help it!” But the Bible makes no pro- 
vision for excusing these failures. They 
can be forgiven, but ought not to be 
whitewashed. They must be dragged out 
of their dark corners and seen in the 
white light of God’s holiness. “If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us‘ our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1: 
9). One who is born again has passed 
into an entirely new: realm of life and 
has within him the Spirit of God who 
is able to overcome all the evil ten- 
dencies of the old nature. “Therefore 
if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new” (2 


% 
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Cor. 5:17). It is possible to ponder the 


great and mysterious truth of crucifixior 
with Christ set forth in Galatians 2:20. 
thinking of all its spiritual aspects, and 
yet stop short of the next verse, where 
Paul said, “I do not frustrate the grace 
of God: for if righteousness come by the 
law, then Christ is dead in vain.” We 
frustrate His grace when we think that 
we must add something to the finished 
work of Christ to earn our salvation. 
But we frustrate His ‘grace also when 
we excuse traits and actions which are 
a great trial to others, and clearly wrong 
in the light of God’s Word, by saying 
that we can’t help them, that they are 
just part of our nature. Christ “gave 
himself for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
himself a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works” (Titus 2:14). Paul con- 
cludes a long list of very practical pre- 
cepts which apply to our everyday life 
by saying, “But put ye on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make not provision for the 
flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof” (Rom, 
13:14). 


V. “The God That Answereth by Fire’ 


The fifth editorial in the series, 


“Diagnosing Spiritual Ills, and the 


Remedy,” by J. B. Rowell, Th.D. 


SOY cnatte is their God?” is the 
challenge of the godless, and 
to this there can be only 
one adequate answer, and that, a mighty 
awakening from God. Long ago there 
was wrung from the heart of the prophet 
Joel, the heart-stirring prayer: and la- 
mentation, “Let the priests, the ministers 
of the Lord, weep between the porch 


and the altar, and let them say, Spare’ 


thy people, O Lord, and give not thine 
heritage to reproach, that the heathen 
should rule over them: wherefore should 
they say among the people, Where is 
their God?” (Joel 2:17.) What the 
Church of Jesus Christ needs today is 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“As I was with Moses, so I will 
be with thee: I will not fail thee, 
nor forsake thee” (Josh. 1:5). 




















mere of this heart-yearning that God's 
people may be brought back to Him, and 
that the criticism of the unregenerate 
shall be silenced. 

Spiritual deadness pleads that the 
times have changed and that the old- 
fashioned revivals are old-fashioned; 
but there are still those who have a 
living faith in God, and are willing to 
stake all on the same test that Elijah 
laid down, “the God that answereth by 
fire, let him be God.” 


Gop’s ANSWER TO SIN 


“The God that answereth by fire!” 
God’s answer is determined by that with 
which He is dealing. Fire can be the 
instrument of divine judgment, as in 
the case when God dealt. with Sodom 
and Gomorrah on the ground of the 
extreme wickedness of the people, say- 
ing, “because their sin is very grievous” 
(Gen. 18:20). God’s answer by fire is 
recorded in Genesis 19:24, “Then the 
Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Go- 
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morrah’ brimstone and fire from the 
Lord out of heaven.” While the Bible- 
revelation of God is that He is “the 
Lord God, merciful and gracious, long- 
suffering, and abundant in goodness and 
truth,” it also adds, “and that will by 
no means clear the guilty” (Exod, 34: 
é& ?. 

The modern conception of God is 
weak and anaemic; and, as a result, 
thousands never stand conscience- 
stricken before the depreciated god of 
their own imagination. However, such 
a god is not the God with whom we 
have to do. Once there were those who 
brought false fire to God, but He not 
only rejected it, but visited them with 
the fire of His judgment. The record 
is clear for all to read, “And Nadab and 
Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either 
of them his censer, and put fire therein, 
and put incense thereon, and offered 
strange fire before the Lord, which he 
eommanded them not. And there went 
out fire from the Lord, and devoured 
them, and they died before the Lord” 
(Lev. 10:1, 2). The Lord will not have 
strange fire. Another Scripture to study 
in this connection is 2 Peter 3:4-14. 
Christ rejecters might well tremble to 
meet the Judge who must judge their 
sin. 

Gop’s ANSWER TO SACRIFICE 


The Holy Scriptures are rich in the 
revelation of God’s mercy. The sub- 
lime tenor of mercy seems epitomized 
in such a portion as this, “Who is a 
God like unto thee, that pardoneth in- 
iquity, and passeth by the transgres- 
sion of the remnant of his heritage? he 
retaineth not his anger for ever, because 
he delighteth in mercy” (Mic. 7:18). 

One illustration of God’s answer to 
sacrifice is that found in 2 Chronicles, 
where the account of Solomon's dedi- 
cation of the Temple is recorded. The 
finished work was followed by praises 
to the Lord, and the manifestation of 
the glory of the Lord; and then comes 
this enlightening passage, “Now when 
Solomon had made an end of praying, 
the fire came déwn from heaven, and 
consumed the burnt-offering and the 
sacrifices; and the glory of the Lord 
filled the house.” Oh! how our hearts 
long for the glory of the Lord to fill 
our hearts and our churches! “And 
when all the children of Israel saw 
how the fire came down, and the glory 
of the Lord upon the house, they bowed 
themselves with their faces to the 
ground upon the pavement, and wor- 
shipped, and praised the Lord, saying, 
For he is good; for his mercy endureth 
for ever” (7:1-3). 

Elijah’s sacrifice and God’s answer by 
fire constitute a burning message for 
our longing hearts today. We observe 
that the challenge came from God’s 
prophet, not from the Baal prophets, 
Even so, the Church should be on fire 
for God, and able to issue her challenge 
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to an unbelieving world. 
said, “Upon this rock I will build my 
church; and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it” (Matt. 16:18). Here 
the Church is seen as assaulting the 
very strongholds of Satan. Now it is 
vice versa, and Satan is. delivering his 


deadliest blows against the eause of~ 


Christ through the instrumentality of 
crippled Christians. Truth should be a 
constant challenge to error; even as the 
Christian ought to be a challenge to the 
ungodly. But what must the spiritual 
condition of the Church be before it 
can, not only withstand, but challenge 
and cast out worldliness and all sub- 
stitutes for the power of the Holy Spirit 
of God? 

We might well ask, Where is the justi- 
fication for the Church’s_ existence? 
Where are the results to correspond to 
our Lord’s great commission? Where 
is the harvest of souls, where the con- 
tinuous revival, pledged in the assurance, 
“But ye shall receive power, after that 
the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and 
ye shall be witnesses unto me”? And 
to be more:to the point, and more per- 
sonal, where are the results of our own 
individual Christian experience and tes- 
timony? Where are the’ sinners saved 
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through our instrumentality? and back- 
sliders reclaimed? We can thank God 
that there are men and women energized 
by the Holy Spirit of God who con- 
stantly witness to the power of the Lord 
Jesus Christ to save and to keep. Also, 
that in cities where Modernism has 
failed, there are churches where the 
pure Word of God is preached, and the 
fundamentals of the faith fearlessly but 
lovingly proclaimed, and these often 
filled with folk hungering for the truth. 

“One with God is a majority,” said 
Martin Luther; and one faithful Elijah 
with God is stronger than the four hun- 
dred and fifty Baal prophets, and all 
hell combined. Oftentimes we need our 
thinking and our standards of calcu- 
lation corrected. It is still true, “If God 
be for us, who can be against us?” And 
there is still need, urgent need, for more, 
like D. L. Moody, to respond to the 
challenge, “The world has yet to see 


what God can do through a fully sur- 


rendered life.” 

“The God that answereth by fire, let 
him be God.” It was living faith that 
set this standard, when there was no 
visible expression to warrant such ex- 
pectation. It demanded real faith in 

(Continued on page 734) 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


Was Gandhi a Christian? 


Re your issue of June 26 (lesson 
for July 11), page 566, on “The Gandhi 
Cult.” In youf paper of March 19, 
1938, “Is Mohandas Gandhi a Chris- 
tian?” by A. I. Garrison. If you have 
a reprint or a copy of this article (I 
‘read it again just before receiving 
your issue of June 26, 1948), it occur- 
red to me you might send same to “A 
Minnesota reader.” I think it would 
help him—A New Jersey reader. 

The Editor is grateful for this reminder 
of the article on Gandhi by Mr. Garri- 
son which appeared in THE SuNDAY 
ScnHoo. Trmes twelve years ago. The 
Minnesota reader sent a clipping from 
a church paper which called Gandhi 
“the modern world’s greatest peace- 
maker,” and said that he had followed 
the fate “of two other great peace- 
makers, Jesus Christ and Abraham Lin- 
coln, whom he acknowledged as his 
teacher.” The statement from the church 
paper was quoted in the Tres for June 
26, and editorial comments showed chat 
there were good reasons for believing 
that Gandhi was not a Christian, 

The article by Mr. Garrison was more 
specific, telling of personal interviews 
he had had with Gandhi and quoting 
Gandhi’s own words. Mr. Garrison was 
a missionary of the Christiari and Mis- 
sionary Alliance who served for many 
years in India. The following quota- 
tions are from Mr. Garrison’s article: 

“I... stated that it was a settled per- 


‘sonal conviction thaf the only way to 


benefit the nation effectively and per- 
manently, break down the caste bar- 
riers, and bring unity, lay in the power 
of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
.. . For about fifteen minutes longer I 
pleaded with him to accept as his per- 
sonal Saviour the Jesus he had honored, 
publicly acknowledging Him by baptism; 
and I sought to set before him frankly 
and humbly the gain and loss to him of 
such an action here and hereafter.” 

Several years later Mr. Garrison again 
visited Gandhi. “Reminding him of my 
former visit, I desired to know his re- 
sponse to the plea I had made.” Gandhi 
then told df his contacts with Chris- 
tian leaders and how, while he was 
studying law in England, eminent clergy- 
men had urged him to become a Chris- 
tian. On one occasion he met Andrew 
Murray. Finally he said to Mr. Garri- 
son: “While I was in South Africa, I 
thought seriously of becoming a Chris- 
tian; but at that time I had hdd no spir- 
itual experience in my own [Hindu] 
religion, . . . I now think that I shall be 
able to do much more for my country by 
remaining a Hindu.” 

In conclusion Mr. Garrison said: “Sub- 
sequent events have confirmed to my 
mind the belief that Mr. Gandhi, in turn- 


ing from the clear and universal com- 


mand -of Christ to repent, believe, and 
be baptized, thereby opened his soul to 
the ‘spirit of lawlessness’ which, in prep- 
aration for the coming of Antichrist, is 
now working everywhere in the world.” 
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Lesson for September 5 


“Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 
I will teach you the fear of the Lord” 
(Psa, 34:11). 


T IS a singular thing that good men 
I frequently discover their duty when 

they are placed in most humiliat- 
ing positions. Never in David's life was 
he in a worse plight than that which is 
suggested in this Psalin. It is, as you 
read at the commencement, “A Psalm of 
David, when hé changed his behaviour 
before Abimelech; who drove him away, 
and he departed.” David was carried 
before King Achish, the Abimelech of 
Philistia, and, in order to make his es- 
cape, he pretended to be mad, accom- 
panying that profession with certain 
very degrading symptoms which might 
well seem to betoken his insanity. He 
was driven from the palace, and, as 
usual, when such men are in the streets, 
a number of children assembled round 
him. In after days, when he sang songs 
of praise to God, recollecting how he 
had become the laughing stock of little 
children, he seemed to say, “Ah! I have 
lowered myself in-the estimation of gen- 
erations that shall live after me, by my 
folly in the streets before children; now 
I will endeavor.to undo the mischief.” 
“Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 
I will teach you the fear of the Lord.” 


The Value of Humbling Experiences 


Very possibly, if David had never been 
in such a position, he would never have 
thought of this duty; for I do not dis- 
cover in any other Psalm that David 
said, “Come, ye children, hearken unto 
me.” He had the cares of his cities, 
his provinces, and his nation pressing 
upon him, and was but little attentive 
to the education of youth; but here, be- 
ing brought into the meanest position 
which man could possibly occupy, having 
become as one bereft of reason, he recol- 
lects his duty. The exalted, or prosper- 
ous Christian, is not always mindful of 
the lambs; that duty generally devolves 
on ‘Peters, whose confidence and pride 
have been crushed, and who rejoice thus 
practically to answer the question, 
“Lovest thou me?” 

Departing, however, from this thought, 
let me address myself to the text, “Come, 
ye children, hearken unto me: I will 
teach you the fear of the Lord.” First, 
I shall give you ONE DOCTRINE; sec- 
ondly, I shall give you TWO EN- 
COURAGEMENTS; | thirdly, ~ THREE 
ADMONZSTIONS; fourthly, FOUR IN- 
STRUCTIONS; and, fifthly, I shall give 
you FIVE SUBJECTS FOR CHILDREN; 
all taken from the text. 

1. First, ONE DOCTRINE. “Come, ye 
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I. Teaching Children 


Fifteen lessons and encouragements that the great 
English preacher found in one verse of the Psalms 


Those who are familiar with C. H. 
Spurgeon’s sermons on the Old and 
New Testaments, his “Treasury of 
David” (Commentary on the Psalms), 
his autobiography, and some of the 
biographies that have been published 
since his death, never cease to won- 
der at the qualities that mark his 
spoken ahd written words. His Eng- 
lish is pure, vigorous, and colorful; 
his illustrations are like windows, 
letting in the light, and gathered 
from every phase of life; his insight 
into the Scripture was profound; and 
the product of his brilliant mind and 
devoted heart was prodigious, as it 
flowed forth in a torrent of blessing 
from his famous pulpit and in his 
prolific writings which are still be- 
ing circulated today, more than fifty 
years after his death. 

Here is a sermon for Sunday school 
teachers, discovered and sent to the 
Times by the Rev. Frank Bertram 
Miller, Bible teacher and evangelist 
of Beulah Beach, Vermilion, Ohio. 
It contains a wealth of instruction 
for all workers among childyen, and 
is as applicable today as when it was 
first preached. It will be published 
in three installments, 








children, hearken unto me: I will teach 
you the fear of the Lord.” The doc- 
trine is, that children are capable of 
being taught the fear of the Lord. Men 
are generally wisest after they have been 
the most foolish. David had been ex- 
tremely foolish, and now he became ex- 
tremely wise; and, being so, it was not 
likely that he would utter foolish senti- 
ments, or give directions such as would 
be dictated by a weak mind. 

We have heard it said by some that 
children cannot understand the great 
mysteries of religion. We even know 
some Sabbath school teachers who cau- 
tiously avoid mentioning the great doc- 
trines of the Gospel, because they think 
the children are not prepared to receive 
them. Alas, the same mistake has crept 
into the pulpit, for it is currently be- 
lieved, among a certain class of preach- 
ers, that many of the doctrines of the 
Word of God, although true, are not 
fit to be taught to the people, since they 
would pervert them to their own de- 
struction. Away with such priestcraft ! 
Whatever my God has revealed ought 
to be preached. Whatever He has re- 
vealed, if I am not capable of under- 
standing it, I will still believe and preach 
it. I do hold that there is no doctrine 
of the Word of God which a child, if he 
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By CHARLES HADDON SPURGEON 


is capable of salvation, is not capable 
of receiving. I would have children 
taught all the great doctrines of truth 
without a solitary exception, that they 
may in their after days hold fast by 
them. I can bear witness that children 
CAN understand the Scriptures, for I 
am sure that when but a child I could 
have discovered many a knotty point of 
controversial theology, having heard 
both sides of the question freely stated 
among my father’s circle of friends. In 
fact, children are capable %f understand- 
ing some things in early life, which are 
hardly understood afterward. 


Can Children Be Taught To Know God? 

Children have eminently a simplicity 
of faith. Simplicity is akin to the high- 
est knowledge; indeed, we know no 
that there is much distinction between 
the simplicity of a child and the genius 
of the profoundest mind. He who re- 
ceives things simply, as a child, will 
often have ideas which the man who 
is prone to make a syllogism of every- 
thing will never attain to. If you wish 
to know whether children can be taught, 
I point to you many in our churches, and 
in pious families—not prodigies, but 
just such as we frequently see — Timo- 
thies and Samuels, and little girls, too, 
who have early come to know a Sav- 
iour’s love. -As soon as a child is capable 
of being damned it is capable of being 
saved. As soon as a child can sin, that 
child can, if God’s grace assist it, be- 
lieve and receive the Word of God. As 
soon as children can learn evil, be as- 
sured that they are competent, under 
the teaching of the Holy Spirit, to learn 
good. Never go to your class with the 
thought that the children cannot compre- 
hend you; for if you do not make them 
understand, it is because you do not 
understand yourself; if you do not 
teach children what you wish, it is be- 
cause you are not fitted for the task; 
you should find out simpler words more 
fitted for their capacity, and then you 
will discover that it was not the fault 
of the child, but the fault of the teacher, 
if he did not learn. I hold that children 
are capable of salvation. He who in di- 
vine sovereignty reclaimeth the gray- 
haired sinner from the error of his ways, 
can turn a child from its follies of youth. 
He who in the eleventh hour findeth 
some standing idle in the market place, 
and sendeth them into the vineyard, can 
call men at the dawning of the day to 
labor for Him. He who can change the 
course of a river when it has rolled 
onward and becomes a mighty flood can 
control a newborn rivulet leaping from 
its cradle foundation, and make it run 
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in the channel He desireth. He can do 
all things; He can work upon children’s 
hearts as*He pleases, for all are under 
His control. , 

I will not stay to establish the doc- 
trine, because I do not consider that any 
of you are so foolish as to doubt it. But 
although you believe it, I fear many of 
you do not expect to hear of children 
being saved. Throughout the churches 
I have noticed a kind of abhorrence of 
anything like early childhood piety. We 
are frightened at the idea of a little boy 
loving Christ; and if we hear of a little 
girl following the Saviour, we say it is 
a youthful fancy, an early impression 
that will die away. My dear friends, I 
beseech you, never treat infant piety 
with suspicion. It is a tender plant — 
don’t brush i#too hard. I heard a tale 
some time ago, which I believe to be 
perfectly authentic. A dear little girl, 
some five or six years old, a true lover 
of Jesus, requested of her mother that 
she might join the church. The mother 
told her she was too young. The poor 
little thing was grieved exceedingly; and 
after awhile the mother, who saw that 
piety was in her heart, spoke to the min- 
ister on the subject. The minister talked 
to the child, and said to the mother, “I 
am thoroughly convinced of her piety, 
but I cannot take her into the church, 
she is too young.” When the child heard 
this, a strange gloom passed over her 
face; and the next morning, when her 
mother went to her little bed, she lay 
with a pearly tear or two on each eye, 
dead for very grief; her heart was 
broken, because she could not follow her 
Saviour, and do as He had bidden her, 
I would not have murdered that child 
for the world! Take care how you treat 
young piety. Be tender of it. Believe 
that children can be saved as much as 
yourselves. When you see the young 
heart brought to the Saviour, don’t stand 
by and speak harshly, mistrusting every- 
thing. It is better sometimes to be de- 
ceived than to be the means of ruining 
one. God send to His people a more 
firm belief that little buds of grace are 
worthy of all care. 

2. Now, secondly, I will give you TWO 
ENCOURAGEMENTS, both of which you 
will find in my text. The first encour- 
agement is that of pious example. Said 
David, “Come, ye children, hearken unto 
me: I will teach you the fear of the 
Lord.” You are not ashamed to tread in 
the footsteps of David, are you? You 
will not object to follow the example of 
one who was first eminently holy, and 
then eminently great. Shall the shep- 
herd boy, the giant slayer, the psalmist 
of Israel, and the monarch, tread in 
footsteps which you are too proud to 
follow? Ah! no; you will be happy, I 
am sure, to be as David was. If you 
want, however, a higher example, even 
than that of David, hear the Son of 
David, while from His lips the sweet 
words flow, “Suffer little children to 
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come unto me, and forbid them not: for 
of such is the kingdom of God.” I am 
sure it would encourage you if you al- 
ways thought of these examples. You 
teach children — you are not dishonored 
by it. Some say you are a mere Sabbath 
school teacher, but you are a noble per- 
sonage, holding an honorable office, and 
having illustrious predecessors. We love 
to see persons of some standing in soci- 
ety take an interest in Sabbath schools. 
One great fault in many of our churches 
is that the children are left to the young 
people to take care of them —the older 
members, who have more wisdom tak- 
ing very little notice of them; and very 
often the wealthier members stand aside 
as if the teaching of the poor were not 
(as indeed it is) the special business of 
the rich. I hope for the day when the 
mighty men of Israel shall be found 
helping in this great warfare against 
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the enemy. In the United States we 
have heard of presidents, judges, men of 
Congress, and persons in the highest 
positions—not condescending, for I 
scorn to use the term, but honoring 
themselves by teaching little children in 
Sabbath schools. He who teaches a class 
in a Sabbath school has earned a good 
degree. I had rather receive the title 
of S.S.T., than M.A., B.A., or any other 
honor that ever was conferred. Let me 
beg of you, then, to take heart, because 
your duties are so honorable. Let the 
royal example of David, let the noble, the 
Godlike example of Jesus Christ, inspire 
you with fresh diligence and increasing 
ardor, with confident and enduring per- 
severance, still to go on in your mighty 
work, saying, as David did, “Come, ye 
children, hearken unto me: I will teach 
you the fear of the Lord.” 


(Continued on page 734) 


About the Supreme Court Decision 


And warnings of its dangers from several secular journals 


UNDAY SCHOOL TIMES readers will 
be interested in some of the letters 


that have come as a result of the recent , 


series of articles on “The Supréme Court 
and the Atheist.” 

Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, professor of 
apologetics at Fuller Seminary, editor 
of “Peloubet’s Select Notes” and of the 
Inter-Varsity magazine, His, writes: 


I just want to thank you for this 
grand series of articles that have ap- 
eared in THe Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs. 
Fou are the only person in this coun- 
try that has really spoken on this issue 
and cut right down into the matter. 
If you hadn’t done it, I don’t know 
who would have done it. It is a great 
series. I hope you will put it in book 
form. I am going to mention it ex- 
tensively in the Inter-Varsity maga- 
zine next fall. 

Tom Glasgow, layman in Charlotte, 
N. C., one of the leaders of the notable 
movement of Bible in the public schools 
in North Carolina, writes: 


I feel that you have written the 
ablest thesis on this recent Supreme 
Court decision that I have yet seen, 
and as Chairman of that work here 
in the Charlotte area I am_ indeed 
grateful to you therefor. I ‘sincerely 
hope that these articles will be pub- 
lished in pamphlet form for as wide 
distribution as possible. 

The president of a very vital and 
evangelical Y.W.C.A. writes her appre- 
ciation for the articles, and asks this 
pertinent question: 

We have been teaching the Bible to 
children in eight rural schools. 

Must these children grow up in igno- 
rance of God? How are they to know 
right from wrong? This decision only 
relates to the city schools. The coun- 


By ROBERT C. McQUILKIN, D.D. 
President of Columbia Bible College 


try children are to be atheists unless 
the local school boards disregard it. 
We are very much concerned over 
the decision, for it might mean these 
schools will close these classes. 


Dr. R. H, Martin, president of the Na- 
tional Reform Association, which pub- 
lished the notable book by Dr. W. S. 
Fleming, “God in Our Publie Schools,” 1 
writes: 


I assure you that I appreciate very 
highly your articles in THe Sunpay 
ScHoo. TrmMes covering the United 
States Supreme Court decision in the 
Champaign case. Your reference to Dr. 
Fleming’s book in the article is also 
very much appreciated. I am prepar- 
ing a new prospectus of the third edi- 
tion of this book, which as you know 


meets almost every error of the Court’s © 


decision in this case, 

Willard E. Givens, executive secretary 
of the National Education Association 
of the United State', whose statement 
was quoted in the article, wrote: 

It is my personal judgment that the 
Supreme Court decision on “Released 
Time” does not prohibit the use of 
the- Bible in our schools, nor does it 
limit programs of moral and spiritual 
training. The decision is a bar on the 
use of public school property by sec- 
tarian groups during the school day. 
In criticism of the point of view of 

these articles may be quoted the state- 
ment by J. M. Dawson, executive sec- 
retary of the Joint Conference Com- 
mittee on Public Relations of the Bap- 
tists of the United States. Dr’ Dawson’s 
committee, representing Southern Bap- 
tists, Northern Baptists, and two large 





1 National Reform Association, 209 Ninth St., 
Pittsburgh, $1.50. 
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Negro Baptist denominations, sent a 

brief to the Supreme Court urging that 

they bar religious teaching from the 
public schools. Dr, Dawson wrote: 

Someone has brought to me a oy 

of THe Sunpay ScHooL Trmes whic 

includes your article, “Shall We .Bar 

the Bible From the Schools?” which I 

have read with deep concern. I be- 

lieve that you have misunderstood the 
decision and have performed a dis- 
service to both the cause of religion 
and government by your misinterpre- 
tations... . All that you say about the 

Bible is excellent, but entirely mis- 

applied when it becomes the basis of 

sectarian teaching in the public 
schools. 

One of the main arguments of the arti- 
cle referred to, “Shall We Bar the Bible 
From the Schools?” is that sectarian 
teaching should be excluded. Dr. Daw- 
son here appears to be agreeing with 
one of the most manifest fallacies in the 
Supreme Court’s arguments. All should 
agree that sectarianism should be kept 
out of the public schools. Distinctive 
Roman Catholic doctrines are sectarian 
and should never be tolerated. Various 
doctrines on which Protestant denomi- 
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dom consists in a fact that they may 
worship however they choose or, 
equall aay not worship at all. If 
an individual is “embarrassed” at not 
participating in a community activity 
that is a matter for his conscience so 
long 4s he is not coerced, 

There is another objection to the 
Court’s decision. Not only does it 
stretch the first amendment, it also 
seems to us an unwarranted encroach- 
ment upon the affairs of a local com- 
munity. The schoolhouse in many 
places is the community center. It 
serves as a classroom, as a social hall, 
as a meeting place for debating com- 
munity affairs. In many rural com- 
munities it is the only place where the 
people may gather in a group. We do 
not understand how its use as a place 
of worship can be a violation of our 
traditional liberties so long as its use 
is not usurped by the majority to the 
detriment of a minority. 

We share with Justice Jackson the 
fear that by this decision the Court 
may be setting itself up as a sort of 
super school board. By another drop 
the High Court is wearing away the 
right of a community to conduct its 
own affairs so long as it does so with 
justice. 


A more. extended analysis and con- 
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freedom which she exercises for her- 
self by trying to take it from others. 
The Bar Association article goes on 
to review the history and to prove that 
the Supreme Court entirely misinter- 
preted American history as the Tres 
article sought to point out. The inter- 
pretations of James Madison and Thomas 
Jefferson are quoted as being absolutely © 
contrary to this recent Supreme Court 
argument. The article emphasizes what 
has been pointed out by many, that the 
Government spends millions of dollars 
to erect and maintain chapels. It says: 
Money of taxpayers and properties 
of Government were used freely to see 
to it that our young men who went 
into the face of danger and death did 
not lack the ministrations of those who 
believed in God and the verities of 
religion. Must state and local govern- 
ments do less for those who are being 
educated for citizenship and life? 
After this review the article continues: 
, Nothing in our Constitution 
commands that “freedom of religion” 
shall be freedom from religion. ... 
As Mr, Justice Jackson and Mr, Justice 
Reed solemnly warned, new and far 


eT 


: # as more vexatious aspects will arise, in 
demnation of the Supreme Court decision litigation which will seek to carry the 
is included in an editorial in the June 


nations differ, such as the question of present ruling to further. extremes. 


baptism and the question of God’s sov- 


: . issue of the American Bar Association The traditionally religious sanctions of 
ereignty and man’s freedom, are seC- Journal. This editorial was reprinted our law, life, and Government are 
tarian teachings (in that sense of the in the June 22 issue of the Evening Star challenged by a philosophy and a judi- 


cial propensity which deserves the 
of Washington, D. C. A Tres reader careful thought and concern of lawyers 


sent the writer a copy of the paper. On and people. aaa 

the editorial page the Evening Star had It is hoped that a publication of these 
Times articles in pamphlet form! will 
kelp toward the end of studying the 


word), and should be excluded from the 
public schools. The Supreme Court has 
practically identified “religious teach- 
ing” with “sectarian teaching.” Although . ~ 
the United States Supreme Court pre- 2 Strong paragraph entitled, The Attack 
viously, and many State courts, have 0 Religion.” In part, the editor writes: 
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declared unequivocally that the Bible, 


especially the New Testament, is not a 
sectarian book, much of the reasoning 
of the Supreme Court decision is based 
on that misconception. 

It is a striking fact that the strongest 
arguments against the dangers of this 
Supreme Court decision have been 
brought forward by secular papers, while 
the religious press in general has been 
rather neutral on the subject or has 
applauded the Supreme Court decision 
as a safeguard against the encroach- 
ments of Roman Catholicism. The Wall 
Street Journal, in the issue of March 11, 
gave a brief but incisive editorial point- 
ing out some of the same errors dealt 
with in the Times articles. They wrote: 


The Supreme Court, it seems to us, 
is doing dubious battle with the 
churches in banning the use of public 
school facilities for voluntary religious 
instruction. 

. . . Without question the first 
amendment would ban any system of 
mandatory religious instruction no mat- 
ter how non-denominational. We are 
as free to be atheists as to be Protes- 
tants or Catholics. But to say, as the 
Court has done, that a community can- 
not provide a public meeting place for 
worship on a purely voluntary basis 
and at no cost to taxpayers stretches 
the first amendment beyond all reason. 

Government places have long been 
used for worship. Our ships at sea, 
remote government outposts, the cham- 
bers of Congress, and many public 
buildings provide the opportunity for 
worship to those who wish it. ree- 


There appears elsewhere on this 
page a reprint of an article from the 
June issue of the American Bar Asso- 
ciation Journal which speaks out in 
protest against the Supreme Court’s 
decision of last March on the separa- 
tion of church and state. The Star, 
having been fully persuaded at the 
time that the court’s decision was un- 
wise and unsound, welcomes this mani- 
festation of interest and concern on 
the part of the organ of the American 
Bar Association. For without that in- 
terest and concern within the legal 

rofession itself, there would be scant 

ope of securing a reversal or modifi- 

cation of a decision which promises 
incalculable harm to the structure of 
our society. 


The reprint from the American Bar 


Association Journal’s editorial, to which 
the Star refers, stated: 


The McCollum case may be one of 
those fateful decisions which is ignored 
at the time and regretted in the future, 
. .. The latent consequences of the 
ruling could hardly be overempha- 
sized. It is a pronouncement by our 
Supreme Court on a fundamental prin- 
ciple, not only of national policy but 
of our civilization and way of life. ,.. 

The plaintiff, an avowed atheist, asked 
... the court... to ban “every form 
of teaching which suggests or recog- 
nizes that there is a God.” She speci- 
fied the proscribing of the teaching or 
reading of any parts of the Scriptures, 
including the Twenty-third Psalm. Two 
hundred years ago a woman’ like Mrs. 
McCollum would have been persecuted 
as an infidel and heretic. ‘oday she 
sought and obtained the aid of a judi- 
cial decree to suppress the teaching 
which was the very genesis of the 


Supreme Court decision and encouraging 
educators and religious leaders not to 
let this interfere with the teaching of 
Bible and Christianity in a non-sec- 
tarian way in the public schools. Since 
the Supreme. Court decision puts its 
emphasis upon the fact that sectarian 
teaching should be excluded, the de- 
cision should not discourage any plan 
for Bible teaching which is not sectarian. 

On the other hand, the manifest in- 
consistencies in the decision and the 


.reversal of former Supreme Court deci- 


sions should lead to protests to our Con- 
gressmen and others in authority, and 
to the Supreme Court justices them- 
selves, for a reversal of this decision in 
a number of its important inclusions 
and, as many commentators have pointed 
out, the Federal Supreme Court should 
leave to the states and the local com- 
munities the largest amount of liberty 
in deciding the complicated issues raised 
by this problem of the relation of the 
public schools to God and the Bible and 


‘the teaching concerning God and the 


Bible and morals and ethics, 
Co_umpia, S. C. 





1Obtainable from Book Store of Columbia 
Bible College, Columbia, S. C., 10 cents each; 
$5 a hundred. 
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Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 





WHAT THE TIMES HAS IN STORE FOR YOU-~~~~~ 


These articles will appear before the end of 1948 


What the Bible Teaches About Hell 


6c E LOVE to play upon the 

silver trumpet of grace, much 
more than to blow upon the ram’s 
horn of judgment,” said Spurgeon. 
A Georgia preacher, asked why he 
spoke so often of hell, said, “I preach 
about hell so often because no one 
else is doing it.” Dr. William L. Pet- 
tingill, the well-known Bible teacher, 
preacher, and writer, will discuss this 
subject in three articles, including 
one on “The Present State of the 
Lost Dead.” 


Bible Law in Our Modern Times 


HE International Uniform Sun- 

day School Lesson for October 17 
is on “Law in the Bible.” David K. 
Breed, LL.B., a member of the St. 
Louis Bar, has prepared two valu- 
able studies on “Biblical Parallels in 
Modern Law.” The first covers 
“Mosaic Law in Our Times,” and the 
second, “Pauline Law in Our Times.” 
They will be published in the issues 
of October 2 and 9 as helpful side 
lights on the lesson for October 17. 


Prize Sunday School Articles 


HE Times has just announced 

(August 7, 1948) a prize contest 
in which $25 will be paid for the best 
articles on six subjects, including the 
following: “How We Increased and 
Held Attendance,” “What Should We 
Do About Absentees,” “How We 
Evangelize Every Member of Our 
Sunday School.” Besides the prize 
articles, many others will be accepted, 
and a number of thesé articles will 
be published this year in the TIMEs. 


Are Small Amounts of Alcohol 
Harmful? 


IQUOR interests with their im- 

mense wealth flood the country 
with attractive advertising to per- 
suade the innocent that moderate 
drinking is harmless and wholesome. 
But this false idea has been exposed 
by the researches of medical scien- 
tists in Sweden. Mr. Ernest Gordon, 
who has for many years specialized in 


the whole subject of prohibition and 
who reads Swedish, has translated and 
summarized some of the most impor- 
tant findings of the Swedish scientists, 
showing that alcohol even in small 
amounts is harmful to the human 
body. His article will be published 
in connection with the Temperance 
Lesson for October 31, in the October 
16 issue, 





Prophecy’s Light on 
Our Times 


6S T)JERPLEXITY” is one of the 

signs of- the end times 
given by our Lord, along with 
“distress of nations” and “men’s 
hearts failing them for fear.” 
But for believers the Bible is 
“a light that shineth in a dark 
place.” Out of his years of 
intensive Bible study, his vast 
amount of reading, and his un- 
usual skill in research, Dr. Wil- 
bur M. Smith, Professor of 
Apologetics in Fuller Theologi- 
cal Seminary, editor of “Pelou- 
bet’s Select Notes,” and author 
of “The Atomic Bomb and the 
Word of God” and other books, 
is writing a series of eight arti- 
cles for the Times on these 
up-to-date subjects: 


The Foretold Character of Men 
at the End of This Age 


The Inevitability of World 
Dictatorship 
The Implications of the Doc- 
trine of One World for These 
Last Days 
Palestine — The Center of 
World Crisis, Past and Present 
The Place of Rome in New 
Testament Prophecy 
The Significance of the 
Euphrates River in Con- 
temporary World Events 
The Prince of the Power 
of the Air 
The Power of Mass Propaganda 
in Relation to a World Ruler 











The Inspiration of the Bible 


LL Scripture is inspired of God 

(2 Tim. 3:16). But just what 
does this mean? Many Christians, 
even though they believe this truth, 
would find it hard to explain. One 
of the fine things that Ernest Gordon 
has discovered for Trmes readers is 
a masterly address by Adolphe 
Monod, the great French preacher 
and expositor of an earlier genera- 
tion, on “The Inspiration of the Bible 
Preved by Its Works.” Mr. Gordon 
has translated and condensed this for 
the editorial pages of the Times. 


The Divine Method of Healing 


R. Joseph Taylor Britan, chap- 

lain at the Presbyterian Hospital 
in Philadelphia, was asked to teach 
Bible classes among the nurses. As 
a supplement to one of the two 
courses which he prepared, he made 
a careful study of the whole subject 
of healing in the Scriptures. Dr. 
Britan’s outline, with Bible refer- 
ences and some passages given in 
full, will be published in the Tres. 


The Plague of Psychiana | 


IMES readers are flooded with 

lurid circulars on a strange new 
cult called “Psychiana,” which claims 
that it can give people a new start 
in life by putting them into direct 
contact with the power of God. What 
is wrong with it? Trmes readers will 
get the answer, from the Scriptural 
viewpoint, in three articles by H. V. 
Caneday of the Religion Analysis 
Service. 


Hymns Written by Great Preachers 


N INSPIRING and informative 
study of the hymns “of such out- 
standing Christian leaders as, Am- 


brose of Milan, Bernard of Clairvaux, 


Girolamo Savonarola, Francis of 
Assisi, Thomas Aquinas, Martin 
Luther, Richard Baxter, John Wes- 
ley, John Henry Newman, Robert 
Murray McCheyne, and others, 


You will want to make certain that you receive all of these remarkable articles. If your 
club subscription is due for renewal, just speak to your Club Secretary so that your subscription 


can be entered promptly — $2 a year (Canada, $2.25; foreign, $2.50). 


Single subscriptions for 


yourself or friends, at $2.50 a year each (Canada, $2.75; foreign, $3) should be mailed to the 


address given below. 


Or, you may wish to send to friends special “Get Acquainted” subscriptions, which will 
carry the paper to them for 22 weeks for only $1 a person (Canada, $1.10: foreign, $1.25). You 


may order as many such subscriptjons as you wish. Just address: 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North Thirteenth Street 


Philadelphia 5, Pa, 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 10. SEPTEMBER 5. AQUILA AND PRISCILLA 


Acts 18:1-3; 18-26; Romans 16:3-5a; 1 Corinthians 16:19; 2 Timothy 4:19; printed text, Acts 18:1-3, 18a, 19, 24-26; 
Romans 16:3-5a; 1 Corinthians 16:19; 2 Timothy 4:19 
Golden Text.—Be not forgetful to entertain strangers.—Heb. 13:2 


Kinc James VERSION 

Acts 18:1 After these things Paul departed from Athens, and 
came to Corinth; 

2 And found a certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, 
lately come from Italy, with his wife Priscilla; (because that 
Claudius had commanded all Jews to depart from Rome:) and 
came unto them. . 

3 And because he was of the same craft, he abode with them, 
and wrought: for by their occupation they were tentmakers. 

18a And Paul after this tarried there yet a good while, and 
then took his leave of the brethren, and sailed thence into Syria, 
and with him Priscilla and Aquila; 

19 And he came to Ephesus, and left them theres but he himself 
entered into the synagogue, and reasoned ‘with the Jews. 

24 And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an 
eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, came to Ephesus, 

25 This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being 


fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things 
of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of Jokn. 

26 And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when 
Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they : took him unto them, and 
expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly. 

Rom. 16:3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus: 

4 Who have for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom 
not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles. 

5a Likewise greet the church that is in their house. 

1 Cor. 16:19 The chufches of Asia salute you. Aquila and Pris- 
cilla salute you much in the Lord, with the church that is in 
their house. 


2 Tim. 4:19 Salute Prisca and Aquila, and the household of 
Onesiphorus. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


T IS a delightful thing when hus- 
I band and wife are both deeply in- 

terested in the truth of God and 
laboring together for its dissemination 
abroad. In Aquila and Priscilla, tent- 
makers and warm friends of the Apos- 
tle Paul, we have such a couple, Wher- 
ever we read of them, and wherever 
they made their abode, they seemed 
always to put the things of Christ first. 
In other words, to paraphrase an ex- 
pression of William Carey’s, their busi- 
ness was serving the Lord and they 
made tents to pay expenses. Moreover, 
their home seems always to have been 
open to the Lord’s servants, and par- 
ticularly to Paul, for whom they had a 
very warm affection and on whose be- 
half they took what the world would 
think of as great risks in order that 
they might assist and protect him when 
persecution was rife, 

When and where Aquila and his wife 
were led to a saving knowledge of 
Christ we are not told, but happily both 
of them knew the Lord, and therefore 
could enjoy holy fellowship together 
in a Christian home, in their employ- 
ment, and in witnessing for the Lord. In 
a wise and gracious way they were 
enabled to lead Apollos into a fuller 
knowledge of the truth, and in their 
association with Paul they proved them- 
selves invaluable helpers in the work of 
giving the Gospel to the nations. In 
Rome, we may be sure, they continued 
their faithful witness backed by godly 
lives, and Paul looked forward to meet- 
ing them there again and sent heartfelt 
greetings as he recalled how they had 
actually hazarded their own lives on his 
behalf, thus putting all the churches of 
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the Gentiles into their debt—a debt of 
gratitude that could never be repaid in 
this life, but which the Lord will liqui- 
date in full at His judgment seat in the 
day of manifestation. 


The Historical Setting 


, Aquila and Priscilla (the diminutive 
of Prisca) were a Jewish couple who 
had been living in Rome, but were ex- 
pelled from there in A.D. 52 by the de- 
cree of Claudius Cesar, who regarded 
the Jews as enemies of the empire. 
Aquila was a native of Pontus, where 
many of the scattered Jews lived. He 
and his wife were tentmakers and seem 
first to have met with Paul at Corinth. 
He became a member of their household 
and worked with them at their trade, 
which he himself had learned. Whether 
they were Christians already when Paul 
met them, or .were led to Christ by him 
personally, we are not told. Later they 
were together in Ephesus. When per- 
mission was given for the Jews to re- 
turn to Rome, Aquila and his wife went 
back to that city and were living there 
when Paul wrote the epistle to the 
church in that city. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 18:1. — “Paul departed from 
Athens, and came to Corinth.” This was 
on Paul’s second missionary journey, 
and after his ministry in Philippi, Thes- 
salonica, and Berea. He left that region 
because of persecution, and went first 
to Athens, then to Corinth. 


Verse 2.—‘Found a certain Jew named 
Aquila ... with his wife Priscilla.” Hav- 
ing left Rome because of the edict of 
Claudius, this Jewish couple, with Greek 
names, had settled for the time being in 
Corinth, where they pursued their trade 
of tentmaking. With them Paul found 
a lodging. 


Verse 3.—‘He was of the same craft, 


he abode with them, and wrought.” Paul 
had learned this trade evidently before 
his conversion. He was ever ready to 
labor with his own hands if missionary 
funds were not forthcoming. He did 
not feel that he was “disgracing the 
cloth,” as some might put it today, by 
manual labor (1 Cor. 4:12; 2 Cor. 11: 
9; 1 Thess, 2:9; Acts 20:34, 35). While 
he recognized and stressed the respon- 
sibility of the churches to support those 
who ministered in spiritual things (1 
Cor, 9:14), he never insisted upon this 
for himself, though he appreciated it 
when the saints were considerate of his 
temporal needs (Phil, 4:14-17). 


Verse 18.—‘‘Paul . sailed thence 
into Syria, and with him Priscilla and 
Aquila.” When the apostle started on 
his journey back to Antioch, his two 
friends accompanied him on the first 
lap of his journey. 

Verse 19.—“He came to Ephesus, and 
left them there.” Aquila and Priscilla 
remained at Ephesus when Paul con- 
tinued his journey. He was to meet 
them again in Ephesus later on. 


Verse 24—‘A certain Jew named 
Apollos , .. came to Ephesus.” In the 
providence of God this earnest preacher, 
who had received the message from 
John the Baptist but was ignorant of 
what had transpired afterward, came to 
the place where he could be further in- 
structed in the truth of the Gospel. 


Verse 25.—“This man was instructed 
in the way of the Lord... knowing 
only the baptism of John.” Apollos had 
accepted John’s message and had evi- 
dently gone out to proclaim it to the 
Jews of the dispersion, calling them to 
repentance, and baptizing those who re- 
ceived the Word in token of their, rec- 
ognition of their need of the remission 
of sins. 


Verse 26.—“Whom when Aquila and 
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Priscilla had heard, they ... expounded 
unto him the way of God more per- 
fectly.” In the Revised Version the 
name of Priscilla here precedes that of 
Aquila. This is in accordance with the 
best manuscript authority. Priscilla 
was apparently the one who took the 
initiative. Apollos was invited to their 
home, and there they opened up to him 
the truth that they had learned con- 
cerning the death, resurrection, and 
present ministry of Christ. Apollos ac- 
cepted the teathing and went on to 
Corinth to become identified with the 
church there. 


Rom. 16:3. — “Greet Priscilla and 
Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus.” 
Note Paul’s grateful acknowledgment 
of the assistance this couple had been 
to him in his work of making known 
the Gospel. Here, too, Priscilla’s name 
comes first. While this may indicate a 
fine courtesy on Paul’s part in thus men- 
tioning the wife before the husband, it 
also seems to suggest what we have men- 
tioned above, that Priscilla was the more 
active of the two in connection with 
the testimony of the Lord. 


Verse 4—“Who have for my life laid 
down their own necks.” They had risked 
their very lives in caring for and pro- 
tecting Paul, and so had put all the 
churches, as well as the apostle himself, 
in their debt. ‘He thankfully acknowl- 
edges this. ' 


Verse 5.—“Greet the church that is in 
their house.” As yet there were no spe- 
cial buildings, in all probability, set 
apart and occupied exclusively for Chris- 
tian worship. In Rome, some, if not all, 
of the believers met in assembly in the 
home of Priscilla and Aquila. See also 
Philemon 2, 


1 Cor. 16:19.—‘Aquila and Priscilla 
salute you . . . with the church that is 
in their house.” In the city from which 
1 Corinthians was written, most likely 
Ephesus (though some say Philippi), 
they were hosts of the church, as later 
on in Rome, 


2 Tim. 4:19—*Salute Prisca and 
Aquila.” If, as generally supposed, Tim- 
othy was in Ephesus at this time (or, as 
some others think, in Laodicea), it is evi- 
dent that this godly couple had again left 
Rome and gone over to Asia Minor. Here 
Paul used the more formal name, Prisca, 
rather than the diminutive Priscilla, 
probably as more suitable to one who 
by this time must have become a some- 
what elderly woman, and one to whom 
he was sending his last message. Again 
we note her name comes before that of 
her husband, as giving honor to the wife 
for her faithful witness to Christ and 
her care of the saints, as the one who 
directed the home. Aquila, doubtiess, 
was in full accord with his gifted con- 
sort. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Again we are reminded that God has 
use for those who serve in quiet ways 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


9. August 29.—Ananias, Disciple at 
Damascus . Acts 9:1-22 


Next Week’s Lesson 


11. September 12.—Barnabas, a Good 

Man. Acts 4:32-37; 9:26-31; 11:22- 

30; 12:25 to 13:7, 43-52; 14:1-20; 

15:1-39; 1 Corinthians 9:6; Gala- 
tians 2:1-13; Colossians 4:10 








and hidden places as truly as for those 
who occupy the public platform. To 
maintain a true Christian home, where 
hospitality is shown ‘to God’s servants 
and where His people are ever welcome, 
is in itself a great and precious priv- 
ilege; and to seek to help by personal 
contact those who are in need of fur- 
ther instruction is as real a ministry as 
to preach from the pulpit. No chili of 
God is without some gift to be used for 
Christ’s glory and to all He opens some 
door of service. However humble it 
may seem, it is always worth while if 
accepted as His will. Milton well wrote, 
“They also serve who only stand and 
wait.” 


Lesson Outline 
1. A Christian home (Acts 18:1-3) 


2. Helping another on the way (Acts 19: 
24-26) 


3. Sharing persecution with Christ’s 
apostle (Rom, 16:3-5) ’ 


4. The Church in the home (1 Cor, 16: 
19) 


5. A last salutation (2 Tim. 4:19) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Ministry of Women. In the prom- 
inence given to Priscilla throughout the 
Scriptures before us, we may see how 
the Lord used the testimony of women 
in early days for the furtherance of 
the Gospel. It seems clear that the wife 
surpassed the husband, both in initiative 
and in knowledge of the truth. God 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 

Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Ill. 

F WHAT condition of the Jews are 
Aquila and Priscilla an example? 

2. What Old Testament Scripture 
foretold such an experience for the Jewish 
people? 

3. How did Aquila and Priscilla come to 
be Christians? 

4. What made Paul specially needful of 
such fellowship with fellow believers in 
Corinth? 

5. How did it come that Paul, trained as a 
rabbi, was a tentmaker? 

6. What deficiency did Paul sense in the 
Ephesian disciples? 

7. How is this deficiency to be accounted 
for? 

8. What grace appears in Aquila and Prise 
cilla in their behavior toward Apollos? 

9. What grace shines forth in Apollos? 

10. Did Apollos do right in leaving Ephe- 
sus right after his enlightenment at the 
hands of Aquila and Priscilla? 


(Answers on page 733) 
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used her to enlighten Apollos, who was 
not too proud to learn from this godly 
and well-irfstructed woman. While hers 
was not the place of a public speaker, 
she had a ministry of great importance 
as she sought to share with others what 
she had learned through long associa- 
tion with Paul and his companions. In 
this she is an example for godly women 
today who. know and love the truth, 
but sometimes are hindered by fear or 
prejudice from using the gifts and 
knowledge God has imparted to them, 


Summaries and Applications 


The home of Priscilla and Aquila myst 
have been a veritable haven of rest and 
a place of sweet fellowship for' Paul 
and his companions, who had given up 
so many of the comforts of life for the 
Gospel’s sake 

Paul’s readiness to toil at manual labor 
when funds ran low might well rebuke 
some today who seem to fancy that all 
who preach or teach the Word should 
be well supported by their brethren! 

The part that Aquila and Priscilla had 
in providing a meeting place for the 
church in various cities was one that the 
Lord will not overlook in the day of 
manifestation. 

As they extended hospitality to God’s 
children, we may be sure this godly 
couple were repaid richly in their own 
souls by Him who said, “Inasmuch as 
ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me.” 

Some mistake their prejudices for their 
consciences when they take a strong 
attitude against any activity of women 
in connection with church affairs. While 
Scripture lays down certain regulations . 
as to the scope of woman’s ministry, it 
never endeavors to restrict her useful- 
ness or her ministry in a manner becom- 
ing to her place in the home and in 
connection with her social activities, 

CuIcaco, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our lov- 
ing Heavenly Father, who dost inspire 
all noble thought and deed, we praise 
Thee for all who have sacrificed and 
toiled in the cause of the Saviour and 
for the good of men. We thank Thee 
for those who have taught us Thy Word, 
those who have supported Thy Church 
here and elsewhere down the years, and 
through whom we have our knowledge 
of Thee and Thy Gospel. Make us re- 
sponsive to all good influences, and en- 
large our hearts with Christlike love 
and sympathy that we, too, may abound 
in the work of the. Lord and in deeds 
of kindness and helpfulness. Help us 
to put Thee and Thy service first, and 
show us how to make our lives count to 
the utmost for Christ and for souls, 


Send out Thy light to all peoples. Re- 








Lesson for September 5 


store backslidden Christians. Turn un- 
believers to Thyself, and make us all 
more devoted and more faithful to our 
Saviour. Remember the sad and needy 
with such comfort and help as shall 
best suit their circumstances. Bring in 
the day of our Saviour’s reign, and, 
meanwhile, may we rejoice to let Him 
rule our lives. Hear us, and forgive and 
cleanse us as we may need, for Christ 
Jesus’ sake. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—Some years ago a 
Christian man who owned a meat-pack- 
ing plant was on a business trip when 
a fellow traveler asked him, “What is 





WHO COMES FIRST 


YOUR ELF OR 9 


AVIOUR e 

your business?” “My business,” he re- 
plied, “is serving the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and I pack pork to pay expenses.” 

Paul’s friends, Aquila and Priscilla, 
were like that. They could have said, 
“Cur hpsiness is serving the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and we make tents to pay ex- 
penses.” 'Tent-making was their means 
of livelihood, but it was not life’s main 
business for them. The service of Christ 
was life’s real business for Aquila and 
Priscilla. Their tent-making was im- 
portant only as it enabled them to pay 
expenses+in serving Christ. Their co- 
operation with Paul, the help they were 
to Apollos, and the fact that their home 
was a meeting place for church gather- 
ings all show they sought first in life 
the Kingdom of God. Do we? 

It is good and needful to be able to 
earn our living. It if good to succeed 
in our trade, our business, or our pro- 
fession, as long as it is not at the ex- 
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of Israel “shall be hated of all nations” 
for the Lord’s name’s sake (Matt. 24:9). 
The Lord said to Abram, “I will bless 
them that bless thee, and curse him 
that curseth thee” (Gen, 12:3). 

Consider the instance before us. As 
for Claudius, the persecutor of the Jews, 
he is unknown to the common people of 
today, whereas thousands of parents 
have named their daughters Priscilla 
after the Jewess who was driven out of 
Rome. 

Although Russia has given recogni- 
tion to the State of Israel, recently es- 
tablished in Palestine, news comes from 
behind the Iron Curtain that anti-Semit- 
ism is being revived in Russia. The 
universities are discriminating against 
the Jews. And Jews as managers of 
industries are being frowned upon. The 
Army Staff School has practically ex- 
cluded thém, 

Anti-Semitism shall prove to be a fatal 
crack in the armor with which Russia 
seeks to gird herself. In fact, no nation 
can lay a violent hand upon God’s 
earthly people without suffering the 
consequences. Let us be thankful to 
God that anti-Semitism is not an official 
policy of this country. There is anti- 
Semitism here, but it is personal — not 
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official. “Pray for the peace of Jeru- 
salem: they shall prosper that love thee” 
(Psa, 122:6). 


“And because he was of the same craft, 
he abode with them, and wrought: for 
by their occupation they were tent- 
makers” (v. 3).—If this verse were not 
in the Bible, we possibly would never 
have imagined that a special apostle like 
Paul ever engaged in secular work after 
being called into the honorable and glo- 
rious service of the Lord. 

If criticisms were rained down upon 
the Apostle Paul about his time being 
too valuable to be spent in making tents, 
which in all likelihood were not even 
used for religious purposes, he ignored 
them. He knew that no one could do 
more with a life than fulfill the will of 
God — whatever that may be. The will 

of God for some workers may be the 
doing of some secular work, 

I have just received a circular letter 
from South America telling of the un- 
expected death of a worker after a flight 
to U. S. A. for a major operation. When 
the remaining worker was asked, “What 
are your plans now?” the answer was: 
“Frankly, I'm waiting on the Lord for 
His leading. Two things will determine 
the next step—finances and health. It 
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pense of life’s real business. What we 
do for a living should be just a way of 
paying expenses while we carry out the 
Christian’s real business, promoting the 
Gospel of Christ. We cannot all be mis- 
sionaries or preachers, but we can all 
be helpers of Christ’s cause, and that is 
our business after we are saved. Don’t 
fall down on your real job, but put your 
best into the work of the Lord, 


VANcouveER, B. C., Can, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“A certain Jew named Aquila . 
lately come from Italy, with his wife 
Priscilla; (because that Claudius had 
commanded all Jews to depart from 
Rome:)” (Acts 18:2).—Anti-Semitism is 
a very ancient ism; here we find it in 
the first century, and it is found very 
much earlier (Exod. 1:11-14). It stems 
from the disobedience of Israel to God’s 
Word, as the Lord said it would (Deut. 
28:37). It will increase as the age draws 
to a close. Even the faithful remnant 
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seems the first thing of necessity is tak- 
ing time out to ‘make tents’ as Paul did, 
in order to repay the money advanced 
us for traveling expenses. doctors’ bills, 
and hospital fees.” 

We could say, “Praise God” for the 
perfect willingness to walk in the steps 
of the apostolic tentmaker, if that is 
discovered to be the will of God for the 
present. 


“Whom when Aquila and Priscilla had 
heard, they took him unto them, and ex- 
pounded unto him the way of God more 
perfectly” (Acts 18:26).—If we would 
recall all the complimentary things said 
about Apollos, we would more deeply 
appreciate his humility in allowing Pris- 
cilla and Aquila to take him aside and 
teach him the way more perfectly. 

It is written of him that he was “an 
eloquent man,” “mighty im the scrip- 
tures,” “instructed: in the way of the 
Lord,” “fervent in the spirit,” and he 
“spake and taught diligently the things 
of the Lord.” ; 

Apollos might have asked, “What 
lack I yet?” He lacked a knowledge of 
that special phase of truth which had 
been committed to the Apostle Paul 
(Eph. 3:1-12). Aquila and Priscilla, 
having spent much time with Paul, were 
in a position to enlighten him; and he 
humbly, and doubtless thankfully, lis- 
tened to their instruction. 

Dr. Daniel Steele says: “One of the 
marks of greatness of John Wesley, 
M.A., fellow of Lincoln College and lec- 
turer in Oxford University, was that he 
was willing to sit at the feet of un- 
learned and obscure men who had been 
taught of God the deep things of Chris- 
tian experience. He was willing to 
journey part of the way on foot to 
Herrnhut, and listen to four sermons 
of Christian David, a carpenter, who 
was twenty years old before he had even 
seen a Bible, being a zealous papist who, 
before his conversion, had crawled on 
his hands and knees before images, per- 
formed penances, and invoked departed 
saints. Why did the Oxford graduate 
seek the instruction of the unlettered 
‘Bush Preacher,’ as persecuting priests 
and Jesuits sneeringly called him? Be- 
cause Wesley believed that there are 
things of the greatest value ‘hidden from 
the wise and,prudent, but revealed unto 
babes.’ He was willing to become a babe 
that he might get this revelation ... 

“Passing by the wise men after the 
flesh, the mighty, and the noble, who 
could not help him in his search after 
spiritual truth, he descended to men of 
low estate, rich in faith, and heirs of the 
kingdom,” 

“Be not forgetful ‘to entertain 
strangers” (Heb, 13:2).—The reference 
about entertaining angels unawares is 
doubtless to Abraham’s experience (Gen. 
18). I once heard a preacher speak on 
this text, who said a certain Christian 
family extended him hospitality while 
he was a stranger in the place. This 
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family had a charming daughter — whom 
he afterward married —so he said that 
family received a son-in-law, while he 
received an angel of a wife! 


Wawona, CaLtir, 
bi 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, this quarter’s lessons 

should be a comfort to any of you 
who may have an inferiority complex: 
to any of you who might sometimes be 
discouraged by the presence of the smart 
ones, the pror-.inent ones who cramp 
your style. That sometimes happens. 


Some other fellow rides around with 


your girl friend in his dad’s big car 
while you have to mow the grass. They 
give you a grand wave as they pass 
by, but it doesn’t help. 

However, it is very interesting to note 
how the smaller cogs play an indis- 
pensable part in the perfect working of 
a machine. Any chess player will tell 
you that sometimes a pawn in the right 
position can be as important as a bishop, 
or a knight, or a castle. The vital thing 
is for it to be in the right place at the 
right time. 

These “near great” characters we have 
been studying had their God-ordained 
part to play in God’s great scheme, and 
they played it nobly. In each instance 
they appear but briefly on the scene, 
then drop out; but when they came to 
bat they made a hit that drove in runs, 
and that is what counts most in the 
game, 

Beginning with the first lesson of July 
we had Micaiah, a prophet discredited 
at court and in prison, but bold in his 
faith and loyalty to God. He prophesied 
contrary to four hundred other prophets 
who only sought to please the king. 
Next, Bezaleel, a stonecutter and a 
worker in metals, in the time of Moses; 
and Naomi featured, instead of Ruth; 
Jonathan, instead of David; Baruch, the 
scribe; and Ebed-melech, the Ethiopian, 
instead of the great prophet Jeremiah; 
Andrew, who brought Peter to Christ; 
Dorcas, and not Peter; Ananias of Da- 
mascus, and not Saul of Tarsus; then 
follow Aquila and Priscilla (today’s les- 
son); Barnabas (next Sunday); the Town 
Clerk at Ephesus; Eunice, Lois, and Tim- 
othy, instead of Paul! 

Do you see, fellows, what I mean? It 
is as though I should tell of a visit to 
the White House, devoting most of my 
story to something the doorman did, and 
have little, if anything, to say about 
the President. The Bible record does 
not fail to show the importance of faith- 
fulness in little places, on the part of 
God’s servants whose work is inconspic- 
uous and more or less routine. 

Now here are Aquila and Priscilla, a 
married couple, who have no other qual- 


ificAtions than that they could make. 
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tents, which they did for a living; they 
were earnest Christians who apparently 
put the Lord’s business first in their 
program of life. Paul found them at 
Corinth, and being himself also a tent- 
maker, they took him in and shared 
their home and business with him. They 
were a great comfort to Paul, and so far 
as we know, theirs was about the only 
home he had. When he returned to 
Jerusalem, they accompanied him as far 
as Ephesus; and it was there they after- 
ward met Apollos, an eloquent and 
forceful preacher from Alexandria, who 
had been under the tutelage of John the 
Baptist. Apollos did not know of the 
work of the Holy Spirit, so Aquila and 
Priscilla undertook to instruct him. He 
received the instruction in all humility, 
and immediately became a great power 
for Christ. Some scholars believe that 
Apollos wrote the Epistle to the He- 
brews. Paul approved his splendid 
work, for he won many converts to 
Christianity. 


But the point in our lesson today is 
é 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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how the Lord made use of this humble 
married couple, as they simply supplied 
a refreshing retreat and sympathetic 
companionship for His great Apostle 
Paul. No matter how great a man is, he 
needs such human help and sympathy. 
I think you should make a note of this, 
for doubtless, sooner or later, if you 
watch for it, you, too, will have the 
privilege of doing something like that. 
Preachers get very weary and lonesome 
sometimes, especially if they are away 
from home in a strenuous campaign, as 
Paul was. And while you may not be 
able to preach like Paul and Apollos, 
you may have the opportunity of giv- 
ing them refreshment in your home; and 
in that way you become a’ “cog” in God’s 
great working plan. 


Avucusta, GA. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
WoRKERS IN THE CHURCH 


T IS a splendid thing to have a home 

dedicated to the service of the Lord. 
No doubt many of you girls will have 
homes of your own, if the Lord tarry. 
Is your home going to be open for meet- 
ings? Will it be-a place where the 
Lord’s people are entertained? 

I am indeed grateful that our parents 
dedicated their home to the Lord: open- 
ing it for meetings and frequently housing 
the Lord’s servants. The happy, holy 
influence of such a home cannot be 
measured. Personal contact with the 
Lord’s people will be of lifelong value 
to the children. Here is one instance: 
Mr, R— was holding meetings in the 
district and staying in our home. He 
was preaching on the second coming 
of Christ, but a casual remark in the 
home made the Lord’s coming more real 
to me than all his sermons. He had 
been watching the beautiful sunset glow 
from the front window. He looked 
around with a smile and a reflected glow 
on his own face and quietly remarked, 
“Well, it’s not too late for the Lord to 
come today.” I looked back at the sunset 
and half expected to see the Lord appear 
and to hear His shout in the air. He did 
not come that day, but the fact that He 
is coming has been yery real to me ever 
since. There is no doubt that Mr, R— 
lived in constant expectation of his 
Lord’s return. Association with him was 
a greater blessing than even his 'mes- 
sages. I could -tell many more such in- 
stances of blessing brought to us by 
Christian workers whom our parents 
welcomed, but time forbids. 


Our lesson today is about a home 
opened to the Lord. This home belonged 
to Priscilla and Aquila. The first time 
we meet this couple they are in Corinth. 
Let us read Acts 18:1-3. Now what did 
you find out about them? (Aquila was 
a Jew. He and his wife had recently 
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moved to,Corinth because all Jews were 
commanded to leave Rome. They were 
tentmakers. They received Paul as a 
guest, and assistant tentmaker.) 

Notice it says Aquila was a Jew; it 
does not say Priscilla was. We have rea- 
son to believe she was a Roman, There 
are inscriptions on the catacombs which 
hint that Priscilla was from a distin- 
guished Roman family who disinherited 
her for marrying a Jew. 

Now read Acts 18:18, 19. Where did 
Priscilla and Aquila move next? In 
whose company did they travel? 

Verses 24-26 tell about their next guest. 
Who was he? For what purpose did 
Priscilla and Aquila invite him to their 
home? Paul, their first guest, had been 
a blessing to them. Now they in turn 
are a help td Apollos, their second guest. 
Then he is a blessing to others (vs. 27, 
28). See how much blessing came from 
a home open to a guest for Christ’s 
sake? 

About five years later, Paul wrote his 
first Epistle to Corinth from Ephesus. 
And now we discover that Aquila and 
Priscilla have opened their home in 
Ephesus to the whole church. In 1 
Corinthians 16:19, they and “the church 
that is in their house” “salute ... much” 
the Christians at Corinth. Why? (Be- 
cause they had lived in Corinth and 
therefore knew personally many of 
them.) Homes like that of Priscilla and 
Aquila are needed everywhere today. 
Child Evangelism classes, Young Life 
groups, and many other Christian or- 
ganizations need homes in which to 
meet. Resolve now that when you have 
a home of your own, it will be open for 
everything of that sort. (Of course you 
must make sure that any group desir- 
ing to meet in your home is sound in 
the faith. We are told not to allow a 
teacher of false doctrine to come into 
our houses at all (2 John 10). 

The next time we see Priscilla and 
Aquila, they are back in Rome. What 
does Paul call them in Romans 16:3? 
What an. honor to be classed as helpers 
of the great Apostle Paul! No doubt 
he had held meetings in their home 
while he was staying with them. In 
verse 4 we learn that they had risked 
their necks to;save Paul’s life. The de- 
tails are not given. We can ask Pris- 
cilla for the story when we meet her in 
Heaven. Paul was the apostle to the 
Gentiles, our very own apostle, so we 
also offer thanks to Priscilla and Aquila 
for protecting Paul at great risk to 
themselves, 

What do we learn about them in verse 
5? (Their home is open to the church 
at Rome also.) When they moved back 
to Rome, Priscilla might have said, “I 
tell you what, Apollos, we let the church 
meet in our house at Ephesus, but never 
again. It took a long time setting up 
the chairs beforehand, and then the chil- 
dren tracked dirt onto our best rug and 
even scratched the furniture. We have 
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certainly done ‘our duty. Now here at 
Rome, it is up to someone else.” But 
she did not say that. They welcomed 
the church at Rome just as they had 
welcomed the church at Ephesus. 

The last glimpse we get of Priscilla 
and Aquila is in 2 Timothy 4:19. This 
is the last Epistle Paul wrote before his 
martyrdom, Here he sends out his greet- 
ings for the last time, and here he salutes 
Aquila and Priscilla once more. 

What a wonderful thing it would be 
if every home in the local church were 
open for meetings and to house the 
Lord’s servants as was the home of Pris- 
cilla and Aquila. Wherever they lived 
their home was at the Lord’s service, 
and they themselves were working for 
the Lord. They instructed Apollos in 
the truth, risked their lives to save Paul, 
and invited the church to meet in their 
home. 

I hope every one of you girls will have 
a home like that some day, if the Lord 
tarry. What is the first step? Marry 
“only in the Lord.” I know many 
women who would gladly open their 
homes for the Lord’s service but their 
husbands object. Priscilla and Aquila 
were united in their desire to serve the 
Lord, That is the foundation of a happy 
Christian home. 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
In the Home of Tentmakers 
(Acts 18:1-3, 24-26; Rom. 16:3-5a; 1 Cor. 16:19; 
2 Tim, 4:19) 

QUILA and Priscilla were good 

fishers. They used their home .for 
a net. But first, of course, they were 
caught, themselves, for the Lord. I do 
not know how it happened, but it may 
have been Saul, later called Paul. As 
soon as he believed, he started right off 
to catch others. As the years went by, 
he traveled miles, telling people the good 
news of the Lord Jesus. He made tents 
to earn his way. When he came to Cor- 
inth (see map), he worked with a tent- 
maker named Aquila and boarded in the 
family. While working, Paul talked 
about the Lord Jesus. And Aquila and 
Priscilla became Christians, 

Later, after they had moved to Ephesus 
(see map), they entertained another 
preacher, named Apollos. He was a 
wonderful speaker and knew the Old 
Testament very, very. well, but he knew 
little about the Lord Jesus, only what 
John the Baptist had told before Jesus 
died and rose again. He was faithfully 
telling all he did know. They heard 
Apollos preach one day, and right off 
they knew he was missing something. 
They invited him to their home, I ex- 
pect Priscilla gavé the hungry preacher 
a good dinner, and as they sat and talked 
afterward, this common workman and 
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his wife told the great preacher whgt 
they knew about the Lord Jesus dying 
for their sins on the cross, that He came 
to life again, and went back to Heaven, 
then how He came back through the 
Holy Spirit to live in the hearts of all 
those who believed in Him. The great 
preacher believed, and as he learned 
more, he went out and preached more. 


Wherever Priscilla and Aquila lived, 
they used their home for the Lord. 
They entertained the preachers. They 
invited the Christians to their home for 
prayer and Sunday school. (There were 
no church buildings in those days.) I 
am sure this home church was a place 
where Priscilla and Aquila helped many 
folks to know the Lord better. When 
they moved to Rome (see map) again, 
they gathered folks into their home and 
had a church. One time when Paul was 
in danger; they risked their own lives 
to save him. No, I don’t know what 
happened. When you get to Heaven, 
you may be able to ask Aquila and Pris- 
cilla all about it. How thankful all the 
churches were that they kept Paul safe! 

Would you like to find some of the 
A&P stories in the Bible? No, not the 
store, but—who? The first to find Acts 
18:1-3 look on the map for a place in 
the first verse, beginning with C (write 
the reference and letter on the black- 
board); the next, a place beginning with 
P; the third, a place beginning with I. 
Didn’t they travel around! Born in 
Pontus, Asia; lived in Rome, Italy; then 
in Corinth, Greece; and later moved to 
Ephesus, Asia; and back to Rome again. 
How many folks in those different places 
do you suppose they won to the Lord? 
Who lived with them in Corinth? Now 
find verses 24-26. Whom did they help 
in ‘Ephesus? Whom did they help in 
Romans 16:3-5? Find two answers. Now 
from 1 Corinthians 16:19 find how much 
Aquila and Priscilla loved the Christian 
folks in Corinth. When Paul was near- 
ing death for the Lord Jesus, he sent 
greetings to some of his friends, and 
yow will find he still counts Priscilla 
and Aquila among them (2 Tim. 4:19). 
Now find Hebrews 13:2: “Be not forget- 
ful to entertain strangers” (Memory 
Verse). Especially bring them to our 
church and Sunday school, and help 
them to know the Lord Jesus. 

One day David brought little Patrick 
to Bible class. (It was a Bible class in 
a home —just as Priscilla had meetings 
in her home.) At the end of the story, 
several boys .and girls, little Patrick 
among them, raised their hands to show 
they wanted to ask the Lord to be their 
Saviour. Each prayed his own little 
prayer asking the Lord to come into 
his heart and make it clean. Patrick 
said he did not know what to say. Even 
after the teacher tried to help him, he 
didn’t understand. David said, “I’ll help 
him pray when he comes to my house.” 

Orono, MALNE, 
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The Illustration Round*Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” erence is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
eg paper shortage, readers are asked to 
imit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Paid— With Milk—Be not forgetful 
to entertain strangers (Heb. 13:2, Golden 
Text). One hot summer day a young 
medical student who'was selling books 
in a farming district in Maryland called 
at a farmhouse. A bright young girl 
answered the rap. The student asked 
if she might care to buy a book. “No, 
thanks,” she replied. “My mother is a 
widow and we cannot afford to invest 
in a book,” whereupon the student asked 
for a glass of cool water. “We have 
cool milk in the springhouse, too,” she 
replied. “Would you care for a glass of 
milk?” The student, having drank the 
refreshing milk, was invited to drink a 
second glass. When he offered to pay 
her, she said, “No, no; my mother has 
taught me to be kind to strangers, and, 
that I am now doing.” Years passed, 
and one day a woman was brought into 
a private room of a hospital with nurses 
to wait on her. The patient was too 
sick to notice anyone, but the chief sur- 
geon recognized her, and took particu- 
lar interest in her case. Weeks passed, 
and one morning the nurse said, “You 
are going home tomorrow!” “Oh!” I 
am so glad,” she said. “But the hos- 
pital bill greatly worries me. It must 
be very large!” “I'll bring it to you,” 
said the nurse. As the woman looked 
over the staggering amount of the bill 
she wept, “Oh, when shall I ever be 
able to pay it?” As she looked further 
down the bill, at the bottom she read, 
“Paid in full for a glass of milk !"—From 
Howard A. Kelly, M.D. Sent by How- 
ard G. Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. Prize 
illustration, 


With One’s Own Kind.—And because 
he was of the same craft, he abode with 
them, and wrought: for by their occupa- 
tion they were tentmakers (Acts 18:3). 
A minister was telling me one day about 
the difficulties he was having in his 
church, and that he was just recovering 
from an illness brought on by the strain 
of things. Suddenly he brightened up, 
and said: “Ah, here I am talking about 
my troubles, and forgetting the great 
new thing the Lord has done for me! 
I have a new boarding house, and where 
I am now, the people are earnest Chris- 
tians; they do so much for me, and we 
have grand fellowship. It’s great to be 
with one’s own kind, isn’t it? I truly 
believe things will be much better in the 
church now, because I’m living with 
people who know the Lord, and who 
take time really to pray, and who de- 
sire God’s will in everything.”—Per- 
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sonal. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, West 
Hill, Ont., Can. 


Christian Usefulness—And Paul ... 
sailed thence into Syria, and with him 
Priscilla and Aquila (Acts 18:18). Will 
the time ever come when Christians 
will choose a place to live on the basis 
of making life a mission? From the 
Book of Acts it would appear that Aquila 
and Priscilla selected their residence 
with a view to making the greatest pos- 
sible investment of their Christian in- 
fluence and activity. Driven out of 
Rome by the persecuting Emperor 
Claudius, they settled first at Corinth, 
plying their craft of tentmaking, as did 
Paul in the same place, until a Chris- 
tian church was established there. Then 
when Paul decided to make a determined 
effort to found a church in Ephesus, they 
consented to remove their business to 
that place, in order ‘to assist in planting 
Christianity firmly there. Why should 
not laymen as well as preachers con- 
sider thoughtfully and prayerfully where 
they will settle, not only with regard for 
worldly profit and selfish advantage, but 
with due regard for their utmost Chris- 
tian’ usefulness?—From the Teacher, 
S. B. C. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, 
Petersburg, Va. 


Every Word Burnt.—And a certain 
Jew named Apollos, ... an eloquent 
man, and mighty in the scriptures, came 
to Ephesus (Acts 18:24). A. C. Benson, 
author and son of the Archbishop, an 
Etonian and Master of Magdalene Col- 
lege, Cambridge, has given an astonish- 
ing account of Moody’s effect on him: 
“IT have no recollection how he began, 
but he had not spoken half a dozen 
sentences before I felt as though he and 
I were alone in the world. The details 
of that speech have gone from me. After 
a scathing and indignant lecture on sin, 
he turned to drawing a picture of the 
hollow, drifting life, with feeble, mun- 
dane ambitions— utterly selfish, giving 
no service, making no sacrifice, tasting 
the moment, gliding feebly down the 
stream of time to the -oaring cataract 
of death. Every word he said burnt 
into my soul. He seemed to probe the 
secret of my innermost heart; to be 
analyzing, as it were, before the Judge 
of the world, the arid and pitiful con- 
stituents of my most secret thought. I 
did not think I could have heard him 
out — his words fell on me like the stabs 
of a knife. Then he made a sudden 
pausé, and in a pervasion of incredible 
dignity and pathos he drew us to the 
feet of the crucified Saviour, showed us 
the bleeding hand and dimmed eye, and 
the infinite heart behind—From a re- 
view of “D, L. Moody,” by W. R. Moody, 
written by P. W. Wilson, in the New 
York Times. Sent by Nelson A. Jack- 
son, Keuka Park, N. Y. 


Driving the Nail.—They . .\. excpounded 
unto him the way of God more perfectly 
(Acts 18: 26). When speaking to audiences 
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of American women, Lady Dobbie some- 
times used the figure of a nail being 
driven into a piece of wood. She would 
say: “Someone places the nail in posi- 
tion by speaking to an individual about 
Christ as Saviour for the first time. Per- 
haps this is a mother, or a friend, or a 
Sunday school teacher. It may have 
little apparent effect. Then others, as 
time passes, each strike that nail a blow, 
and drive it in a bit farther, with a 
word in season about the Lord. Finally 
someone, perhaps an evangelist, happens 
to strike the final blow, and the indi- 
vidual is saved. That last person is 
likely to think he has done a great 
work, and indeed he has; but he has 
really done no more than any of the 
others, each of whom has played a part 
in winning the other to Christ.”—From 
“Dobbie, Defender of Malta,” by S. Max- 
well Coder. Sent by E. Edmunds, Hail- 
sham, Sussex, Eng. 


The Woman Who Saved Livingstone’s 
Life—Greet Priscilla and Aquila my 
helpers in Christ Jesus (Rom, 16:3). A 
Scottish woman, who had saved up a 
hundred and fifty dollars, gave this 
amount to the missionary, saying, “When 
you go to Africa, I want you to spare 
yourself exposure and needless toil by 
hiring a competent body servant who 
will go with you wherever you go, and 
share your sacrifices and exposures.” 
With this money Sebalwe was hired. 
A lion threw Livingstone down, crush- 
ing the bones of his left arm, and was 
in the act of killing him when Sebalwe 
called the attention of the lion to him- 
self. The lion made a spring for Se- 
balwe, but the guns of Livingstone’s 
companions laid him low. Thus, through 
a gift, a Scottish woman saved the life of 
the prince of missionaries. How little 
we know what may be the results to 
the whole church and the world when 
we do the little we can!—From the 
King’s Business. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng, 


At Your Door.—Who have for my life 
laid down their.own necks (Rom, 16:4). 
One of the bést illustrations of this 
brotherly love is that of Frank Higgins, 
who was a lumberjack “sky pilot.” 
When he became ill, he was taken to 
the city hospital, and the fine fellows 
he had led to Christ sent one of their 
number along with him to be of any 
service possible. He was dying from 
cancér caused by the rubbing of shoul- 
derstraps while carrying heavy loads of 
Bibles and books from one lumber camp 
to another. They were to operate on 
him in the hospital when a big lumber- 
jack said to him, “Frank, you know we 
love you, and want to help you. Now 
while the doctors are operating I will 
be at your door, and if they find they 
need a quart of blood or a piece of my 
bone or skin they can call on me. Now 
don’t forget, I will be at your door.”— 
From the Teacher, S. B.C. Sent by Mrs, 
S. J. Beeker, Petersburg, Va. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Friendly Home 
(Acts 18:1-3, 24-26; Rom. 16:3-5a; 1 Cor. 16:19; 
2 Tim. 4:19) 

hp of the surprise envelope today 

take a tent, preferably a folded 
paper, one that can be set up on the 
table. Then you should have two peo- 
ple, Aquila and Priscilla, a man and a 
woman, 

These two people were not rich in 
goods: they seem not to have had even 
a permanent home, for we read of them 
first in Rome, where they were friends 
of Paul, and then later in Corinth, They 
may have had a home in Rome, but the 
emperor ordered all Jews to leave Rome, 
so they had to leave. 

We know they were not rich, for 
they were working people —they made 
tents. That was a very busy trade in 
those days, as so many people lived in 
tents. Poorer people did not have beau- 
tiful homes as they so often do now, but 
many lived in tents. Even today in 
Oriental lands many live in tents. 

We don’t know what kind of home 
Aquila and Priscilla had, or I should 
say, what kind of house they had, for 
we do know something about their home. 
It was a home where the Lord Jesus 
Christ was loved and worshiped. It was a 
home where the church met, and it was 
a home where the Scriptures were 
studied, not just read, for we read that 
Apollos, a young preacher who was 
speaking in Ephesus, was taken by 
Aquila and Priscilla and taught more 
about the Word of God. And so our 
two people had moved again, this time 
going with Paul as far as Ephesus, but 
they had not changed their kind of home 
—they were still serving their Lord — 
and their home became a training school 
for a young preacher who became a 
mighty evangelist, 

I am sure their home was one of 
prayer, for that goes with Bible study 
and teaching the Word. What,a record 
to leave to’ us far down the centuries! 
We know nothing about how they 
looked, whether they were young or old, 
educated or not, but we know what kind 
of home they had, and we know what 
sort of people they were. They must 
have been willing to go where God led 
them, for they moved when He spoke. 
They were brave, for they witnessed 
when it was dangerous to do so. They 
were patient and apt to teach. They 
were generous and dependable, or the 
church would not have been meeting in 
their house. Just see how many things 
we do know about them! 

Now, what about your home? 

Is God’s Word read and studied there? 
Do you talk about the things of the Lord 
or is all the talk of worldly things, 
money-making, or pleasure? What kind 
of friends do you have in your home? 
Do you entertain visiting Christians, 
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Missionaries, or preachers? If you don’t, 
you are missing one of the great treats 
of life, as well as one of the most edu- 
cational advantages you can have in a 
home. You can learn more about the 
countries of the world from missionaries 
than from any textbook. 

Perhaps you children are thinking that 
your home is not that kind, and you 
cannot help it. Maybe Daddy is not a 
Christian or maybe neither Mother nor 
Daddy are Christians, and so the home 
is not Christian. I am so sorry for such 
children, but still there is something 
even a little child in an unchristian home 
can do, and that is pray for Mother and 
Daddy, and tell them about the dear 
Lord Jesus Christ who died for them. 
And you can ask them to have some 
Christian guests, a missionary, who 
might help to lead them to believe in 
the Lord Jesus. They may do it be- 
cause they love you. Many a father and 
mother has been led to the Lord by a 
Christian chiid. Then your home could 
become like that of Aquila and Pris- 
cilla, a lighthouse whose light never 
stops shining, showing people the way 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

FELTON, CALIF. 


w 
This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 728) 
1. Uncertainty of habitation. 
2. Deuteronomy 28:65. 


3. We are not told, but Acts 2:10 may sug- 
gest an answer. 


4. His strong emotional experience in 
Athens had left him somewhat crushed, and 
in facing the total pollution of Corinth the 
support of these two was a great boon. 

5. It was a rule in Israel that a rabbi 
should have a trade, in common with his 
fellows. 


6. Evidence of the life of the Holy Spirit 
was lacking (Acts 19:2). 


7. The defective knowledge of the eloquent, 
zealous Apollos (18:24, 25). 

8. Faithfulness coupled with rare tactful- 
ness in undertaking to instruct a learned, 
talented young minister. 

9. His humility and willingness te learn 
from artisans, despite his talents and learn- 
ing. ; 

10. It was better that he begin anew some- 
where else, especially knowing that Paul 
would soon be in Ephesus to repair the de- 
ficiency (18:21). See also how God used 
him in Corinth (18:27, 28). 


w 
Bible Mastery Month 


ANY Times readers have béen 

blessed through the plan originated 
and sponsored by the Rev. C. J. Boppell, 
of Seattle. The plan this year is for 
church members to read the First Epis- 
tle of John through every day during 
the month of October, and for pastors 
to preach on and teach this book during 
the month. Through the years the move- 
ment has grown, so that thousands of 
Christians are now taking part in’ this 
form of study each year. 

For further details, and literature 
about .the plan, write to the Rev. C. J. 
Boppell, 2666 37th Ave., S. W., Seattle 
6, Wash. 
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“The God That Answereth ¢ 
by Fire’ 


(Continued from second page) 


God to prepare the sacrifice before that 
unbelieving host on Mount Carmel; even 
as it calls for a like faith in God to 
preach Christ, to carry on in chyrch 
work, and have a like expectation. “Then 
the fire of the Lord fell and consumed 
the burnt-sacrifice.” Astonishing to our 
small faith is the fact that Elijah was 
not taken ‘by surprise! He would have 
been surprised had the fire not fallen. 
True to His own divine character and 
the faith of His trusting servant, God 
answered the sacrifice by the fire of 
acceptance, 


Gop’s ANSWER TO SEPARATION 


It is where the Christian Church is 
lacking in the essentials that she is lack- 
ing in power. The prerequisite to power 
is true separation unto God. Too fre- 
quently, the professing church is so 
intermingled with the world that there 
is no telling them apart. God has 
pledged Himself to His people, “I will 
dwell in them, and walk in them; and 
I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people.” This promise is, however, 
in the heart of a Scripture warning 
against compromise, “Be ye not un- 
equally yoked together with unbelievers, 
. . « Wherefore come out from among 
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing; and 
I will receive you” (2 Cor. 6:14 to 7:1). 

When the disciples were separated 
unto God in prayer, then came God’s 
answer, the answer in living flame from 
Heaven, the descent of the Holy Spirit 
at Pentecost. “These all continued with 
one accord in prayer and supplication. 

. And when the day of Pentecost 
was fully come, they were all with’ one 
accord in one place. And _ suddenly 
there came a sound from heaven as of 
a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all 
the house where they were sitting. And 
there appeared unto them cloven tongues 
like as of fire, and it sat upon each of 
them. And they were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost” (Acts 1:14; 2:1-4). 

That answer is good for us today! 

A great challenge faces us as we point 
an unbelieving world and a questioning 
Christendom to the wondrous works 
wrought by the Holy Spirit, recorded 
in the Acts of the Apostles; or, when we 
tell them of the great revivals of the 
past; for, to our hearers, it all seems 
to belong to the past, with very little 
of evidential value for the present emer- 
gency. 

Gop’s THREE ANSWERS 

There was God’s answer of judgment, 
when His righteous wrath and judg- 
ment fell on Jesus Christ, when, as the 
sinner’s Substitute, He died in our place, 
that that judgment might never fall on 
us. There was also God’s answer of 
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acceptance, when He accepted the aton- 
ing sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the sin- 
ner’s behalf, and to settle eternally the 
sin question; so that the forgiven sinner 
shall never be held accountable for sins 
blotted out by His precious blood, and 
thus, they shall never be remembered 
against us any more. Then there was 
God’s answer of power, when, on the 
ground of the accepted sacrifice on Cal- 
vary’s cross, the Holy Spirit was given 
at Pentecost, as the heavenly Paraclete 
to glorify Christ to and through the 
believer; and so to empower even the 
weakest that the weak shall be made 
strong in divine strength. “Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my Spirit. 
saith the Lord of hosts” (Zech. 4:6). 


THE APPLICATION 


Fer us, the once-for-all sacrifice of 
our Lord Jesus Christ has been ac- 
cepted! For us, the Holy Spirit has 


been given! And since every blood- 
bought child of God has been baptized 
into the body of Christ, indwelling every 
member of that Body for victorious liv- 
ing and power, we might well expect 
great things from God. For us, pro- 
vision has been madé to meet our own 
great spiritual need and all our power- 
lessness. All we need now is to venture 
all on God, as Elijah did. 

May God, in His fathomless mercy and 
grace, constrain the hearts of all of us 
to a revival of faith in Himself, that we 
may attempt great things for God, with- 
out putting any fire under, trusting Him 
to grant the fire of His acceptance in 
convicting and converting power. Let 
us give ourselves to humiliation and 
prayer, that a mighty awakening may 
come upon believers everywhere to the 
glory of God. 


(To be continued) 


w 
Teaching Children 


(Continued from page 724) 


The second encouragement I will give , 


is the encouragement of great success. 
David said, “Come, ye children, hearken 
unto me.” He did not add, “Perhaps I 
will teach you the fear of the Lord,” 
but, “I will teach you.” He had suc- 
cess; or if he had not, others have. The 
success of Sabbath schools! If I begin 
to speak of that I shall have an endless 
theme; therefore I will not commence. 
Many volumes might be written on it, 
and then when all were written, we 
might say, “I suppose that even the 
world itself could not contain all that 
might be written.” Up yonder where 
the starry hosts perpetually sing His 
high praise — up where the white-robed 
throng continually cast their crowns be- 
fore His feet— we may behold the suc- 
cess of Sabbath schools. There, too, 
where infant millions assemble Sabbath 
after Sabbath, to sing, “Gentle Jesus, 
meek and mild,” we see with joy the 
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success of Sabbath schools. And up 
here, in almost every pulpit of our land, 
and there in the pews where the dea- 
cons sit, and godly members join in wor- 
ship —there is the success of Sabbath 
schools. And far away across yonder 
broad ocean, in the islets of the South, 
in lands where those dwell who bow 
before blocks of wood and stone — there 
are missionaries saved by our Sabbath 
schools, whose thousands, redeemed by 
their labors, contribute to swell the 
mighty stream of the tremendous, un- 
exampled, incalculable, I had almost said 
infinite success of Sabbath school in- 
struction. Go on! Go on! So much 
has been done; more shall be done. Let 
all your past victories inflame you with 
ardor; let the remembrance of cam- 
paigns of triumph, and of battlefields, 
won for your Saviour in the realms of 
salvation and peace, be your encourage- 
ment for fresh duty. 


(To be continued) 
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Children at Home 
The Defeat of the Fire God 


Founded on fact 
By Nesta Reed 


HE little Chinese village of Yiang- 

ming had once been completely de- 
stroyed by fire, and the people on their 
return were determined to try to pre- 
vent its happening again. They built 
high fire walls which they decorated 
with great pictures of Ho-Yia, the god 
of fire, which showed flames pouring 
out of his scarlet mouth and his huge 
eyes glaring red. The headman ordered 
everyone to have Ho-Yia shrines in 
their homes and worship him morning 
and evening. 

One day a “Holy Book man” climbed 
the hills to visit this isolated village. 
The people, however, would neither lis- 
ten to him nor buy any of his literature. 

“We all worship HowWia here,” they 
said. “We do not want your foreign 
religion.” 

The Bible seller was not easily dis- 
couraged, but he found he could do 
nothing in that village, for even the 
children refused the gay picture cards 
he offered them. 

After much- thought and prayey he 
went to a large town where his elder 
brother lived, and told him about the 
village where Ho-Yia reigned supreme, 

His brother had lost everything in the 
Japanese invasion, and all that was left 
to him was his little son Ai-Sing (“Heart 
of love”), who gave him much anxiety 


‘because he had ailed continually since 


their home was bombed and the dear 
motner had died. 

“If only a Jesus-believer could go and 
live in that village, I feel it is the one 
and only way of causing those people 
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to lose their fear of the fire god. My 
elder brother, you live on here amid 
ruins, and it is bad for the boy’s health, 
I wonder if the Heavenly Father may 
not be calling you to go to that distant 
village among the hills. The air is pure 
and sweet; it would be good for the boy, 
I am sure.” 

His brother listened, and the more he 
thought about it the more he felt in- 
clined to go—for the sake of Ai-Sing 
as well as for these poor fear-ridden 
people. 

So in a short time Mr. Wong and his 
little son arrived at the village of Yiang- 
ming. 

He found it most difficult to get a 
place to live, but the headman had a 
wretched half-ruined hovel near his own 
house which he offered to sell at a very 
high price. No one would have bought 
the miserable place except a stranger 
with plenty of “feathers” (money). Mr. 
Wong did not hesitate, but took it and 
had it rebuilt and restored. The head- 
man was delighted with his profitable 
bargain. 

“Truly,” he said, “the dwelling is now 
quite a superior one in all ways; it lacks 
only one thing. You must have an image 
and shrine in your main room to Ho- 
Yia, the fire god.” 

“Most Honorable One,” said Mr. Wong, 
“I worship the God of Heaven, who can 
keep us from all evil: I cannot have 
the shrine of Ho-Yia in my home.” 

The headman was furious, and argued 
a long time, but he could not turn Mr. 
Wong aut of the house he had just re- 
built, but he resolved to make the vil- 
lage a very hotbed of persecution until 
Mr..Wong was driven away. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Wong stayed on in 
spite of everything, patiently trying to 
show the people God's love through his 
patience and kindness. He had a fair 
knowledge of medicine, and, after some 
remarkable recoveries, he found the peo- 
ple more inclined to listen to his mes- 
sage. : 

Ai-Sing, too, was a help, for he be- 
came friendly with the children and 
taught them the little Christian songs 
he loved to sing in his remarkably sweet 
voice. The people had never heard any- 
thing like it, for Ai-Sing had been well 
taught by his teacher in the city school. 

Time passed, and, after a year or more, 
one night a fire broke out in the head- 
man’s house and a strong wind fanned 
it into a big blaze. 


Mr. Wong rushed out to help, and, as 


the people all seemed paralyzed with 
fear he managed to try to fight the 
flames. His own little house was directly 
in danger, but he was too intent to 
trouble about it in his efforts to save 
the headman’s property. 

“See,” shouted some, “the foreign 
Jesus teacher will be punished for refus- 
ing to have the shrine of Ho-Yia. His 
house cannot be saved.” But just when 
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BIBLE MEMODEX 
A doctrinally arranged Bible memory aid used in classes 
and prayer meetings—good for class gifts. 15c ea. or 
12%c in lots of 50 or more. Again available — BIBLE 
MEMODEX, WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 58th and Chester Ave., Philadelphia 43. Pa. 








ANINTONEND 


BIBLE INSTITU Tt 





Free from entangling alliances with “modernism.” Chartered and 
registered by New York State Regents, granting B.R.E. and. Th.B. 
degrees, as well as the Bible Institute and Missionary Medical Course 
diplomas. Entrance requirements, high school graduation. 

Write for catalog. 
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Prayers 
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Boxes. 


There are seven designs for special 
days and objectives in this new series 
of the popular Cokesbury Collection 
Each box is made of fiberboard 


No. 20 





No. 21 





BUILDING FUND 










with metal top and bottom ina 
size and shape convenient to 
place on the table in the home or 
to carry in the pocket or purse. 


The slot in the top for receiving the 
coins is so cut that a coin once insert- 


ed cannot be removed easily and is 


labels 


MY MITE BOX 


large enough for a half dollar. 


The 
for all designs are in keeping 


with the season or objective and fea- 
ture reproductions of new religious 
paintings by Ed Staloff. They are 


lithographed in multi-color with 
an appropriate Bible quotation 
on each and with space for the 


name, address, and date to be returned. 


10c each; 70c a dozen; $5.00 a hundred 


~~ Number, Tithe and ‘Mlustration 


No. 20 Building Fund - Solomon’s Temple 
No. 21 My Mite Box : > . - The Widow’s Mite 
No. 22 Easter Offering . ° . The First Easter 
No. 23 Christmas Offering * * . The Wise Men 
No. 24 Missionary Offering . ° Teach All Nations 
No. 25 Special Offering . . . Jesus the Christ 
No. 26 Lenten Self-Denial - - Gethsemane 





ABINGDON - COKESBURY PRESS 








— Cokesbury Collection Gores —— 


%* New Designs in Attractive Colors! 
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MISSIONARY TEACHERS NEEDED 


at Baptist Mountain Mission Institute. One 
high school teacher and one primary. 
Address: 


Wm. W. Clarke, Trustee SKY, Ky. 


REST in the POCONO MOUNTAINS 


Please refer to this ad 
TYGERT’S, Mill Creek Rd., CRESCO, PA. 


5000 Workers WANTED 
to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, hand- 
some Scripture mottoes, Scripture calendars, 


greeting cards. Good commission. Send for 
free catalog and price list. 


GEORGE W NOBLE, The Christian Co. 
Dept. 6-M Pontiac Bldg. CHICAGO 5, ILL. 























Through the Bible Study 


Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 


__ batt aatares at 
Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, 
Socie- 


RP Study. 
Samples 20c: 4 grades 75c; Set $3.60 


Through the Bible Study, 4112 Gaston, Dallas 4, Tex. 


When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in THe Sunpay ScHOOL 


CHRISTLAN 


Gur ben of 21 DeLuxe Christmas folders hay 
meaningful sentiments that ‘express RRO Cl ii gtee 











sont, faa 8 | qua Christmas season igns 
tically | eeraphes 5 odin. seven “beautifully” tinted i tel tg 
Christ-honort iat 


birthday. “Well readiiy at $1" A 
will matt these I folders plus bo ae . ae Speciat fel ll-oveaaton folders 
Sor complete line cf 50 Rosctemonte, Proll on ta 100i Grane eat 


SHEPHERD'S TOWN CARD CO., Shepherdstown, Pa. Box 38 


LITHUANIA CALLS! 


Hear the soul-hun cry of 5,000,000 
Lithuanians scattered over the world— 
dispossessed, dissatisfied, without Christ 
the Word of God. Less than 1 per 
cent profess Christ as Saviour! Since 
1928 we have preached Christ by word of 
mouth and printed page in three conti- 
nents. 
Wnite for the Bible Witness — FREE. Your prayers 
and help requested. Write to 


LITHUANIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, INC. 
P. 0. Box 488-T Chicago 90, Illinois 
I di I—A Work of Faith 














WANTED AT THE 


CHRISTIAN SANATORIUM 


Wyckoff, New Jersey 


Young men and young women to 
join our Fall Classes for Mental 
Nursing. 


. Home surroundings, good salaries, 
churches in immediate vicinity. 


Several openings for graduate 
nurses, 


Write to Director of Nurses 
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it appeared doomed, the wind suddenly 
changed, and it escaped undamaged. 

The headman and his family were 
homeless and were thankful to accept 
shelter with Mr. Wong, whose little 
home was open to anyone who had suf- 
fered that night. His kindness was so 
great that the people could not but ap- 
preciate his ready help. They were 
astonished at the miracle by which his 
house had escaped all damage, and said: 
“Truly, his God is greater than Ho-Yia, 
for the headman’s home was utterly de- 
stroyed in spite of all his orders to wor- 
ship the god of fire.” 

And so it came to be that the village 
of Yiang-ming has now a little Chris- 
tian church, and the peopie there are 
faithful believers in the God who keeps 
them from all evil and has removed all 
their fears. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, September 5 


Facing Alcohol Frankly 
(Prov. 20:1; Gal. 5:16-25) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HE frequent recurrence of the tem- 

perance question in our young peo- 
ple’s meetings and in our Sunday school 
lessons, may tempt some of us, to whom 
alcohol may not be a particular temp- 
tation, to feel that the subject has been 
exhausted, and that we do not need to 
consider it again and again. But there 
are several reasons why temperance 
needs to be kept before us even though 
we may never have indulged in alco- 
holics, and have no desire to do so, 


se 


One of the great reasons why we need 
to keep posted on and to publicize in 
every way we can the evils of intemper- 
ance is that, as our first Scripture verse 
shows us, alcohol is a deceiver (Prov. 
20:1). There are many young people 
today who have been genuinely deceived 
into beginning an indulgence in alco- 
hol. This need not have been so. had 
they had careful Christian training, and 
had they known God’s Word. But the 
fact remains that many do not realize, 
when they take their first drink, that 
they are opening the door to a wild 
beast, which, if not checked, will eventu- 
ally destroy them. They were told, per- 
haps, by parents that knowing how to 
“carry” their liquor is a part of social 
training. Perhaps many of them saw 


liquor used in their homes from the. 


time of the earliest memories. 

Many other young people who did not 
have this wrong example at home, never- 
theless read in magazines and news- 
papers and on the highways advertise- 
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ments telling of the health values of in- 
toxicants, of the social charms of drink- 
ing, and the like. And they have heard 
those who take a stand against intoxi- 
cants, derided and ridiculed, and called 
almost everything from imbeciles to 
crackpots. 

We. have a responsibility, therefore, 
as Christian young people, to let others 
know of the real dangers of alcohol, and 
we cannot do this unless we ourselves 
keep posted and learn the best way in 
which to meet the clever arguments of 
the liquor interests. 


we 

But there are reasons that strike closer 
home than that of our responsibility to 
other young people. The alarming in- 
crease of alcohol affects everyone of us 
financially. Edmund C. Brown, District 
Attorney of Los Angeles County, Calif., 
according to the Los Angeles Times, has 
declared before a conference of the Cali- 
fornia Prohibition and Parole Associa- 
tion, that the total cost of crime in the 
United States is $25,000,000 annually. 
Every taxpayer has to pay his share in 
footing this enormous crime bill, a large 
part of which has its roots in alcoholism, 

ope ° 

Even though we may not use alcohol 
in any form, we have a physical inter- 
est in doing all that we can do to com- 
bat the liquor trade. Alcohol causes 
many accidents. In this day of increased 
automobile traffic, our own life or the 
life of a loved one, or the permanent 
injury of someone we love may be the 
price of another’s use of alcohol, even 
in moderate amounts. 


Agencies that are seeking to promote 
safety on the highway are using a slogan 
that reads something like, “Drive 
carefully. You may save a life. It may 
be your own.” When we help another 
young person to abstain from the use of 
intoxicants, we may be saving a life, 
and it may, indeed, be our own! 


ye 

Another interest we should have in 
temperance education is the fact that 
alcohol directly causes many diseases of 
the heart, kidneys, and other organs of 
the body. It may not be our own body 
that is affected, but we are helping to 
pay the bill for the hospitalization, or 
for the inability to work caused by the 
indulgence. of others, and we, therefore, 
have a personal interest in presenting 
the evils of alcoholism wherever we can. 


ye 

But the greatest interest we can have 
in temperance, as Christian young peo- 
ple, lies in the fact that alcohol keeps 
men and women from the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thus makes it more difficult 
for such ones to come into a saving 
knowledge of Him. The transforming 
power of the Lord Jesus Christ can and 
does reach down, sometimes, into an al- 
cohol-soaked mind to redeem and re- 
store. But the opportunities are greatly 
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lessened by its use. We have a respon- 
sibility to everyone who does not know 
the Lord Jesus Christ to make Him 
known, and to remove every obstacle 
toward this end that can be removed. 
Let us lend, therefore, every effort 
toward those agencies that are seeking 
to proclaim the evils of alcohol, and to 
make it difficult for alcohol to be ob- 
tained, realizing all the time, however, 
that it is only the power of Christ in 
the heart that can save and keep from 
its influence, 
PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


Program Suggestions for Rally Day 





HERE will be no new service for 
Rally Day printed this year, but 
copies of Mary Brainerd Smith’s special 
program, “God’s Trumpet Calls,” pre- 
pared for last year, are still available. 
If you did not_use this excellent pro- 
gram in your school in 1947, you may 
wish to make use of it this coming Rally 
Day. It contains recitations for the vari- 
ous departments, songs set to familiar 
hymn tunes, and Scripture passages ar- 
ranged to enable all the school to par- 
ticipate. 
Copies may be had at 25 cents a dozen, 
or $2 a hundred. Just ask for the Rally 
Day Service, ye 


Why not use reprints of the fine..article 
by John Edgar Hoover, Director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, that has 
attracted nation-wide attention, “Crime 
and the Sunday School,” to acquaint the 
neighborhood of Rally Day in your 
school. These reprints have blank space, 
4x8% inches, sufficient to enable your 
local printer to imprint your own an- 
nouncement and an invitation to your 
school. 


Copies may be had at 25 cents a dozen, 
$1.50 a hundred, or $6 for five hundred. 
Ask for the Hoover article, and address 
the Sunday School Times Company, 325 
N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5.- 
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Good News 
for 
All Canadian Subscribers 


AYMENT for Canadian subscriptions 

to THe Sunpay ScHoot Times will 
now be accepted in Canadian dollars. 
However, do not send currency. You 
may remit by personal check, express 
money order, bank money order, post 
office money order, or postal note, in 
Canadian funds payable to our order, 
which should be sent to us at 325 N. 
13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. Your re- 
mittance will be endorsed and returned 
to our bank in Canada for deposit, and 
you will not be charged exchange. Thus, 
on a single Canadian subscription for 
which you remit $2.75, you will save 
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approximately 30 cents; and on each 
club subscription in Canada for which 
you remit $2.25, you will save approxi- 
mately 25 cents, under the present rate 
of exchange. 
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“Critique of the New Curriculum” 
in Booklet Form 


HE recent articles by Dr. Oswald 

T. Allis, published in THe Sunpay 
ScHooL Times, and which reviewed 
“Christian Faith and Life,” the New 
Curriculum issued by the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. for use in the 
Presbyterian Sunday schools, are now 
available in booklet form. This forty- 
page booklet, 234x534 inches, may be had 
from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, at 
15 cents each, $1.25 a dozen, $4 for fifty, 
or $6 a hundred, postpaid. Just ask 
for the “Critique of the New Cur- 
riculum.,” 


ye 
With the New Books 


The Life of Sir Robert Anderson. By 
A. P. Moore-Anderson, M.A., M.D. 
(Marshall, Morgan & Scott, Ltd., Lon- 
don; may be had from Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 
$3.) Among Christian writers, Sir 
Robert Anderson held a unique place, 
for he was a defender of Great Brit- 
ain’s liberties and of the faith. For 
thirteen years (1888-1901) he was Chief 
of the Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment at Scotland Yard; and his nu- 
merous books in defense of the Bible 
demolished the arguments of the higher 
critics and strengthened the faith of 
untold numbers of believers in many 
countries. This biography by his son, 
a staff surgeon in the British Navy, is 
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Washington Bible Institute 
1445 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W. Washington 5, D.C. 
Three-Year General Bible Course 
George A. Miles, President 


Write for catalogue 





BIBLE STUDY BLESSING! 


Brooks Bible Work Books 


Open up the hidden wonders of the Word. .. . 
Bring rich blessings to both Christians and the 
unsaved. 


This enticing, practical Bible study system 
devised by Dr. Keith L. Brooks, is guiding 
thousands into richer spiritual experience. 
Blank spaces for answers obtained from given 
Bible references to leading questions. Ideal 
for group or individual study. Get started 
NOW. ... Teach others. Order samples today 


at rates below. Special class rates on request. 


” : “ 

5 “Beginner” Courses 
Young Believer’s Bible Work 
Heart of John’s Gospel - - . 
Junior Bible Work - - . 
Christian Character - - - 
Bible Marking Course - - 


16 “Solid Meat” 


Gospel of Matthew . ° 
Gospel of Mark - - . . 
Gospel of Luke - 

Gospel of John “The Son of God” 
Book of Acts 

X-Ray of Romans 

Ephesians and Colossians (one) « 
First Johns - . 
Hebrews ° 
Galatians and Philippians (one) - 
Genesis, Book of Beginnings . 
Prophetic Research . 
Doctrinal Course 

Book of Revelation : 
Diagrammed Studies, Dispensational and Prophetic 
Panorama Dispensational Course : $2 


BOOK BULLETIN FREE! 


Send for copy TODAY. Offers suggestions of valuable 
Bible tools, Books, etc. 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, Inc. 


Box BB, Eagle Rock Sta. Los Angeles 41, Calif. 
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Courses 
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In his usual brilliant and refreshing style Dr. Simpson reveals 
the Tabernacle as the grandest of all the Old Testament types of ~* 
$1.25. 


Christ. 


verse and prose. 





by DR. A. B. SIMPSON 
Christ in the Tabernacle 


Days of Heaven on Earth 

Popular devotional 
reading. A beautiful gift book. At- 
tractively bound. $1.50. 


The Holy Spirit; or, Power from on High 


Two volume set which affords the most complete exposition 
of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit in the Old and New Testa- 


ments. $3.00 a set. ; 
Order from your | CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 
dealer. 1517 N. Third Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 


commentary in 
Arranged for daily 
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HERE IS A FINE 


OPPORTUNITY 


To obtain this unusual $3 book without money cost 


In THe Sunpay ScHoot Tres 
of April 24th of this year the 
President and Editor, Dr. Philip 
E. Howard, Jr., reviewing this 
remarkable book, among other 
things, said: 

“Dr. Smith’s new book should 
arouse the most phlegmatic and 
conservative reader. This is not 
because he sets dates for the ful- 
fillment of Bible prophecies, or 
gives fantastic interpretations of 
crucial passages of Scripture; but 
rather because of the great mass 
of facts he has gathered from 
authoritative sources’ on the 
latest developments in atomic 
physics, and the sober and schol- 
arly commentaries on important 
passages which he has drawn 
from the whole of Christian lit- 
erature, from the Church Fathers 
to our present day. 

“The note of triumph that one 
would expect in such a book by 
Dr. Smith is found in his last 
chapter, ‘Victory in Christ.’ He 
stresses ‘the absolute pre-emi- 
nence and sufficiency of the Lord 
Jesus Christ,’ and the need for 
holding fast to the Bible in these 
perilous times. He holds out the 
‘Blessed Hope’ of the Lord’s re- 
turn as the hope of this world 
and every believer. 

“Christian people should be 
grateful to Dr. Wilbur Smith for 
the fine work he has done in ex- 
plaining atomic power in lan- 
guage that the average reader 
can understand; in relating the 
events and inventions of the last 
three years to important Bible 
passages which give us some light 
on them; and for his challenge to 
remember that ‘we have also 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES a more sure word of prophecy; 

whereunto ye do well that ye 

: ° . ° take heed, as unto a light that 
will give this book to anyone sending  shineth in a dark place, until the 


in FIVE NEW twenty-two weeks {2% twn.and the aay i aie 
subscriptions to the TIMES at $1 each. 
This offer applies only to subscriptions in the United States. 


A post card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample 
copies of the TIMES, an order blank, and circulars. 


When you obtain FIVE subscriptions send the names and 
addresses ‘(with zone numbers) with a remittance of $5. Upon 
receipt, these names go on our mailing list and your copy of this 
unusual book will be sent to you immediately. 


i i i 


PPL APA ALAA LAL ALG ALLL ADL OL LAL ALLL AL OLGA ALDER LLLP DAPI 


— = 


_ 





Send all subscriptions at one time. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
32S North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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based on a shorter memoir written in 
1919 by the same author. 

Sir Robert was born in Dublin in 
1841; he was trained as a lawyer and 
admitted to both the Irish and English 
Bars, but because of his great skill in 
collecting evidence, and his success in 
tracking down the conspirators of the 
Irish Republican Brotherhood, or the 
Fenians, he was drawn into detective 
work. In his younger days his delight 
was to travel about preaching the Gos- 
pel, and he was mightily used in soul- 
winning in many places in Ireland, 
where he addressed large crowds. His 
biographer tells of Sir Robert’s out- 
standing accomplishments in the Home 
Office and the Secret Service, in Scot- 
land Yard, and shows that he was a 
pioneer in the whole vast field of crim- 
inals and crime. There are chapters on 
Sir Robert’s friendships, his home life 
and his family, and one chapter is de- 
voted mainly to his wife, Lady Agnes, 
Sir Robert had much fellowship among 
the Brethren, though he thought they 
“were strong on ministry and weak on 
ministers,” His son writes, “I remember 
hearing my father say that, if he was put 
with his back to the wall and compelled 
to make an avowal, he would say. he 
was a Presbyterian!” Neither Sir Rob- 
ert nor Lady Agnes were strong denom- 
inationalists,. but were glad to fellowship 
and minister among real believers of 
any of the evangelical churches. In the 
chaptér entitled “Author, Teacher and 
Defender of the Faith,” résumés are 
given of Sir Robert’s outstanding books, 
and letters are quoted showing how 
these helped Christians throughout the 
world. The chapter on Sir Robert as 
“Counsellor and Helper of Many” may 
be a surprise to those who know his 
writings, but he kept up a wide corre- 
spondence with believers in every walk 
of life and helped them to solve a great 
variety of problems. 

All who have _ received blessing 
through “The Gospel and Its Ministry,” 
“Daniel in the Critics’ Den,” “The Com- 
ing Prince,” “The Silence of God,” “The 
Bible and Modern Criticism,” and others 
of Sir Robert’s powerful writings, will 
be glad of this recently published sketch 
of his life and work. He finished his 
course quietly and with joy on Novem- 
ber 15, 1908. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M, Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible, Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee, 


August 31 to September 5 


“Mon.—Acts 18:24-28. 


The Home of Aquila and Priscilla. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Apollos .. . 
whom when Aquila and Priscilla had 
heard, they took him,unto them, and ex- 
pounded unto him the way of God more 
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perfectly.” Observe this hospitable, 
God-blessed home. Such homes are of 
great spiritual helpfulness. This home, 
eternally memorable, stands forth as a 
pattern to be copied by other house- 
holds. A husband and wife have great 
power for good if devoted to God. It 
is important that we pray much for 
Christian households. Pray for the Chris- 
tian couples of your acquaintance, 
Tues.—2 Samuel 23:13-15. Longing for Home. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “David longed, 
and said, Oh that one would give me 
drink of thé water of the well of Beth- 
lehem, which is by the gate!” His 
mighty men broke through the army of 
the Philistines to get that drink for the 
king. But he would not drink what 
was almost at the cost of their lives, 
He gave it to the Lord. He poured it 
on, the ground. Fond memories cluster 
around home. We never miss home un- 
til we get away from it. Let all who 
lament the loss of home, think of the 











IT On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what te buy and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
of importance to you in your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why not 
plan your purchases with the help of ~ 
{ these columns? 
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Home over there. Pray for all sad and 
lonely servants of God. 


Wed.—Proverbs 1:7-9. 
The Beginning of Knowledge. 
PRAYER SuccestioNs: “The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of knowledge.” 
Not all information deserves the name 
knowledge. Everything learned that 
tends to make one forget God is folly, 
not wisdom. True knowledge which en- 
riches life and promotes happiness be- 
gins with reverence for God. Two paths 
lie before all. Young people need to 
be urged to righteousness and warned 
against evil. Pray for the young people 
in your own community who must 
choose between wisdom and folly. 


Thurs.—Matthew 12:22-30. Peril ef Division. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Every ... house 
divided against itself shall not stand.” 
A divided house, domestic or otherwise, 
is a calamity, with one exception. A 
house divided because one member of 
the family receives Christ and the others 
reject Him is different. By such @ivi- 
sions Heaven is peopled with, and hell 
robbed of, precious souls. But divisions 
due to*sin end in misery and ruin, Pray 
for all Christian families and churches 
where discord prevails, 


Fri.—John 11:1-5. The Home at Bethany. 

PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “Bethany, the 
town of Mary and her sister Martha.” 
The very name “Bethany” brings re- 
membrances of Christ and this model 
home. Good were those sisters and their 
brother Lazarus in this honored home 
in the town whose name means “House 
of Bread.” Eternal bread was dispensed 
there. The house has gone but the Lord 
remains. We may feed on Him, the 
Bread of Heaven. Pray that your home 
may be richly blessed by your Lord. 
Sat.—Ephesians 6:1-9. 

Understanding in the Home. 

PraYER SvuccestTions: “Children . 
fathers . . . servants.” God’s grace and 
righteous living make home a place of 
understanding love, and helpfulness. Chil- 
dren thus educated by God-fearing par- 
ents on Christian principles and prac- 
tices will be a credit to the home, the 
church, and the community. And serv- 
ants, too, will be made conscious of God 
and of His blessing there. Pray for the 
Million Testaments Campaigns, 1505 Race 
St., Philadelphia 2. 


Sun.—1 Corinthians 12:4-11, Various Gifts. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS:- “Now there are 
diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.” 
Every Christian has a special gift of the 
Spirit for the building up of God’s cause. 
Not always in local religious enterprises 
do we find many employing their talent 
for God. If all in the church militant 
were to do what God will enable them 
to do, a great revival would be in evi- 
dence everywhere. The hindrance to 
revival is in ourselves, Pray that you 
may have a larger share in promoting 
revival, 
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CHRISTMAS CARDS 


Take orders for America’s finest Christmas assort- 
ments. Also unexcelled religious Scripture-Text 
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“The most for the money” in facts about the times, 


guidance, teaching, etic,illumination. Serves the 
interest of family, teachers, preachers. 12 monthly 
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Subscribe today. In U.S. A. 10 mo. $1 
(10c copy) Foreign $1.35 yr. Sample free. 
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Gospel and teaching literature supplied free to mission- 
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Training for Christian service on a hi 
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ual life and wholesome fellowship on a 
beautiful nine acre campus. 


e General Bible Course (3 years, 
diploma) 
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Stopping the Stork 
Discusses problems that perplex many people. 
Readers of other Shadduck books know this 
one will have gripping interest. Postpaid for 
20c, coin or stamps. $1 will get it and 
four 25c books named below. 
“MISTAKES GOD DID NOT MAKF.” 
“RASTUS AGUSTUS EXPLAINS EVOLUTION.” 
“THE GEE-HAW OF THE MODERN JEHU.” 
“PUZZLES OF GENESIS.” 
These books sold in quantity at halt price. 
We have 9 other books. Write today, forget 
something else tomorrow. 
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MOODY PRESS - 


For every Christian and every Christian 
family, good books are important. 


Each year through Moody Press, such 

books are brought within reach of countless 

Christian homes—outstanding books of ref- 

erence, much-needed helps for Christian 

workers, the writings of great Bible teachers, 

devotional books, Christ-centered books for 

children, and treasures of the past reclaimed 

through new editions of great Christian 
classics. 


Bringing the best in Christian literature 
within reach of God's people is not a new 
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idea in Christian service. D. L. Moody, con- 
cerned about the lack of inexpensive Chris- 
tian books, began the work in 1894. Teday 
Moody Press carries on this great ministry 
of publishing and distributing the kind of 
books Christians need to read and own. 


You profit in a personal way and share in 
this important work each time you buy a 
book published or distributed by Moody 


Press. In addition, as you support the other — 


vital work at Moody Bible Institute, you help 
to strengthen the school which carries on this 
ministry in print. 


“For more than 6O yeas a GROWING 
1 153 INSTITUTE PLACE e 


CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 


INSTITUTE! 











